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The picture is Antonio Ciseri's painting, Ecce Homo (Behold the Man). It is from an exclamation 
from the mouth of Pilate that is recorded John 19:5.  As Christians we also present “The Man” 
Jesus. We basically say the same as Pilate – ‘Behold the Man ’ is also  the Christian Church 
pronouncement of the gospel of grace to all people in all times. This picture gives a very 
powerful story of God’s humbling of himself - before men - so that he could get on with dying 
for us in order to save us. Someone qualified had to pay the death price of sin for all humanity. 

We tell people about what God has done in Christ - and in this man Jesus we are now enabled us 
to know the invisible God – know God’s mind and his heart and his character and his purposes - 
so that we might know who God is and worship him as the God he truly is. Jesus came and 
revealed what God is up to as opposed to what we are up to.

Here in this picture God in Christ is in the process of reconciling the world to himself – he was 
for all people in every time and for all time about to settle everyone’s account for the things they 
have done or even will do.  In his life he showed us the Father and revealed the Holy Spirit. 
Is. 9:6-7 tell who was standing in this porch today. He was Father Son and Holy Spirit all 
represented in the person of Jesus – he is Wonderful Counselor – a name of the Holy Spirit
He is Mighty God – The One God, He is Everlasting Father, - He and the Father are one and is 
the Prince of Peace the small child announced by the angels  as our peace on earth.
He was showing us God - in all his fullness and in all his love. This picture depicts that God has 
had made up his mind “I will be your God and you will be my people even if you resist me”.

Let us pray.

God is more loving than we can possibly know. He came in all his fullness to prove that. Because 
of what Christ has done God does not have anything against any human being any longer – God 
settled all debts for sin. If anyone somehow manages to resist the grace of God, the goodness of 
God, the redemption of God for all eternity it won’t be because there is some lack in God.  When 
we see Jesus we see God in all his fullness. Jesus here was saying “Yes” to all mankind. He is 
saying “Yes” I love you even if you don’t now love me - and if you say no to my “Yes”.  I will 



say no to your no - and I will pursue you with my love and even if you resist me for all eternity I 
will always be there for you. God is the God who pursues us to the end. This picture shows he 
came from heaven to earth to prove that point. There is no reason now that anyone needs to 
go to hell – this does not mean that somehow someway someone might - but what should blow 
our minds is how an individual can resist God pursuing them with his love and grace for all 
eternity. This picture in a simple way shows we cannot put a limit on God’s grace.

This picture also stimulates the imagination - that God is shameless to use all of his goodness to 
rescue his children. This is not strange– any good father will do the same even if his son is a 
murderer. Grace is not limited to the way we are – The Spirit blows where it will.

Did you know that we are not saved by believing?  We are saved by Jesus, and God did this in 
Jesus through his gracious act of dying for us – No one here has done anything or can do 
anything to get what is already ours.  He has given us what he has given us. We are saved by 
Jesus – he was shameless to do this for everyone that will accept it.  We simply affirm and 
acknowledge the reality that is already there – we have no power to undo what is already done.

God is not condemning men for their sins. Sin brings its own hell – just try it – well we already 
did right? So everyone here knows what I mean.  God wants all men to enjoy the relationship 
that he died for all men to have with him. As those who have accepted this truth - it is the 
Christian’s job to make people aware of what they already have in Christ –God has given all men 
tremendous riches, and tremendous benefits – but people can’t enjoy the benefits - and the 
treasures –unless they are made aware of them - and accept - the new life God has made ready 
for them to have - through what Jesus has done. 

Let’s understand more about The Man Jesus and how we respond to Him. Let’s start in Col. 1.  
(Vs 1-8 – note three things that make a stable Christian - verses 9-13 what should be on our 
minds be praying for when we pray for one another).  Verse 13 is why we pray these things.

Colossians 1:15

This picture depicts Jesus. But it says here that he is the very image of the invisible God. What it 
says is that when we saw him we saw God in his completeness. We saw the Father and we saw 
God’s Spirit in action when we saw Jesus. God does not have a split personality like Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde. Every act of God has been, is now and will be an act to love and protect his 
children and his creations. The Man Jesus the same God who shamelessly died for us is the very 
same loving and merciful God who will judge everyone at the time of the judgment.



Note the word ‘firstborn’ this word does not mean the first one born or the first one made. It is 
the Greek work ‘protokos’ it does not refer to chronology or to a time order of who was first. It 
refers to priority – the one who has priority, preeminence, predominance and the one who has 
first position over everything – this another way of saying he is fully God and when we know 
him we know God and we begin to understand our inclusion in his life with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit that he has shared with them for eternity. 

As an illustration of this word meaning priority is found in the story of the biblical patriarch 
Jacob – God later changed his name to Israel.  Jacob was not chronologically born first over his 
brother Esau, but in Exodus 4:22 God calls him the ‘firstborn’? Why? God gave him priority of 
Esau. Jesus is the priority of everything that exists and everything that we do.

Colossians 1:16

Note the words “for him”.  This is the reason why we exist. God does not exist for us – we exist 
for him. Our heart’s cry should be ‘I exist for you Lord’. “I live for your pleasure”.  When we 
exist for him and live for his pleasure we are fulfilling the reason for our existence. We need to 
always reflect on that - and rejoice that we have been made to realize that Jesus is God – he is the 
priority of all life spiritual and physical over everything living and he is the priority of our life.  
We should know and depend on this one thing -  when we exist for him - and only for him - our 
days will be filled with, faith and hope and love. 

Colossians 1:17

We might just read past the words “hold together”. But we are held together by him – if we don’t 
cast our care on him we will not hold together we will fly apart – You see God not only holds the 
physical universe and all spirit things (read verse 16 again) together.  He holds us individually 
together. He keeps us from flying apart mentally and spiritually. He holds every atom together 
but here us coming a time when he won’t hold what is physical together. II Peter 3:10-13-15. 
This is the time when God has finished his work with physical life and physical earth.

Colossians 1:18

Jesus holds the church together. He is the first priority.  He leads the way. He is the first one who 
rose from the dead to never die again. Others like Lazarus rose from the dead but they died again 
- but now because of what Jesus has done we will be like Christ when we are resurrected and we 
will never die again. 

Another way to look at this verse is that Jesus did not come to make bad men good or to make 
good men better but he came to make dead men live a new life. After being crucified he rose 
from the dead to give a new life to you and to me and all humanity. He gave all of humanity a 
fresh start -if they will only accept it. Colossians 2:13-15. He gave us a new life that when we 
practice our faith making him the priority we bring glory to God.



Church is a celebration of what Christ has done – he has given us a new life and we come to 
church to worship him because we were once dead and have now been made alive.  We have 
been given a new life clean and new. Let’s take a peek at Lazarus - Luke 12:10 - he was bedead 
and resurrected to a new physical life new life causing many to come to Jesus is the impact that. 
John 12:2. He gave a feast for Jeus and wanted to be at the table with him.

Colossians 1:19

Jesus is the fullness of everything. He is God in his complete fullness. When we sit and read the 
Bible, or meditate on him, or worship him we find fullness, we find wholeness, and we find true 
happiness. When we spend time with him our life feels full and it takes on a wonderful fullness 
of meaning. As we spend time with him and get to know him we will find he is all we need – he 
is our security and our safety, he is the love we need, he is everything we can want, he is 
everything we can desire – we can experience all of this continuously as long as we make him 
our priority - and his goodness and his mercy will go on forever. Focusing in on Jesus is the key 
to happiness. 

Are we really responding to him the best we and focusing on him more and more each day? – I 
know I fall very short of this as my goal.

We should all spend quiet time during these holidays reflecting on what he came to do and what 
he is now doing in our lives. More important we should think about what he can do in the lives 
of others that we know and love.  After all - the incarnation – the birth of Christ - was the 
beginning of the greatest event our planet has ever experienced – God came to earth to save all of 
his children - to give them a new life and a close relationship with him - and he also offers a life 
of joy everlasting with him for all eternity – people need to be made aware of what he came to do 
for them - and when they understand accept him into their life thy will also understand with us 
that he has taken care of all our yesterdays and tomorrows.  A new life begins with Jesus – even 
more grand is that freshness and a newness of life begins every time we turn to him.  What a gift. 
Let’s tell as many people as we can – no one can really live life to the full without him

Closing Prayer


