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Sermon 10/18/08 Ist Timothy 2008: 'Holding on to faith and a good conscience' 

 “Elections belong to the people. It is their decision. If they decide to 
turn their back on the fire and burn their behinds, then they will just 

have to sit on their blisters.”  
—Abraham Lincoln, U.S. President 

 
“Ultimately, our loyalty belongs not to any political party or 

candidate, but to God Almighty.” —Richard Land 
  

What lies at the bottom of the ocean and shivers? 
 
I Timothy 2008  How to avoid a shipwreck--even if you think you do 
not own a boat. 
 

Today we're going to look at 1 Timothy 1 only to learn about how to avoid 
shipwrecking our faith or worse the faith of others.                          PRAY 
  
Written AD 62-64 toward the end of his life, after his first imprisonment in 
Rome (Acts 28:16:31).  Get yourself in the picture as we go through chapter 
one.   
 
Are you a little older and sense yourself in the role of Paul whose heart is in 
guarding the Gospel?   or  
 
Do you sense yourself a little in the role of Timothy--a lot younger but keen to 
serve God faithfully? 

     1 Timothy 1  Read all 

SHIPWRECK STORY  SHIPWRECK PHOTOS  

2 Timothy 2: 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 
who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they 
destroy the faith of some. 
 

Scripture twisters. Counterfeits. False doctrine.  Diluted doctrine. Twisted meanings.  Incomplete doctrine.  Self 
serving doctrines. 

Colossians 2:6  And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. 
7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the 
truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness. 8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty 
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philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers 

of this world, rather than from Christ. 9 For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 10 So you 
also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority. NLT 
 
How to tell the true from the false:   Royal Canadian Mounted Police--STUDY THE 
REAL THING 

Ist Timothy 2008:  

'Holding on to faith and a good conscience'  

Tests of sound doctrine:  

1. Sound doctrine promotes God's work. 

2. Sound doctrine promotes love and unity. 

3. (Sound doctrine does not make a name for an individual.) 

4. (Sound doctrine aligns with the true teaching of the scriptures.) 

Action items: 

1.  Broadcast by our lives that 'Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of which I am the worst.' 

Action items: 
 
2.  'Fight the good fight holding on to faith and a good conscience.'  

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved." 

We are fully equipped to fight the good fight. 

1 Corinthians 1      

 1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother 
Sosthenes. 2 I am writing to God’s church in Corinth, to you who have been called by God to be his own holy 
people. He made you holy by means of Christ Jesus, just as he did for all people everywhere who call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.  3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you 
grace and peace. 4 I always thank my God for you and for the gracious gifts he has given you, now that you 
belong to Christ Jesus. 5 Through him, God has enriched your church in every way—with all of your eloquent 
words and all of your knowledge. 6 This confirms that what I told you about Christ is true. 7 Now you have 
every spiritual gift you need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8  He will keep 
you strong to the end so that you will be free from all blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. 9 
God will do this, for he is faithful to do what he says, and he has invited you into partnership with his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. NLT 

1 Corinthians 2:12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may 
understand what God has freely given us. NIV  
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Conclusion:  

If we are staying on course--running with perseverance the race marked out for us--we won't get into a 
shipwreck and we won't shipwreck another person's faith.   

If we are staying on course--we will carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ boldly and without excuse to a 
world that's very confused,  in error and shipwrecked by sin.  

If we are staying on course--we will fulfill our God given duty, our calling to serve Him and our fellow 
man.  

If we are staying on course--we know the truth, the truth has set us free--God will use all of us as He 
completes His Work of freeing others.  

He has given us, many of us just like Paul and Timothy, old and young, educated or uneducated, His 
Gospel of grace. 

He has given us His message to tell the world around us by our lives, actions and sometimes words. If 
you haven't already started, the time to start is now. 
 

PRAY 


