
 Romans 13:1-7 Who’s In Charge Here, Anyway? 
 
Verses 1-7 as they are summed up for us in just three phrases: 
1) God's institutions, 2) God's instruments, and 3) God's intruders 

1 Chronicles 29:11-12 (New Living Translation) 

11 …. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O LORD, and this is your 
kingdom. We adore you as the one who is over all things. 12 Wealth and honor come 
from you alone, for you rule over everything. Power and might are in your hand, and at 
your discretion people are made great and given strength. 

   God’s Institutions:   

All through the Old Testament God represents himself as the controlling force behind 
every government on earth, without exception.  Rom. 13:1 – All established by God!!! 

When Paul said "Let every person be subject to the governing authorities," it was the 
most wicked Nero who sat on the throne. God pasteurized Nebuchadnezzar, King of 
Babylon, till this mightiest monarch who ever reigned on earth confessed God is Lord. 

Revolution is the God-allowed process to change government in many parts of earth. 

Human government was instituted by God after the Genesis flood. The key 
verse is Genesis 9:6 which says that the person who sheds man's blood 
(violent murder), *by man* shall his blood be shed. 

Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and 
those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. (Romans 13:2 NIV) 

Clearly, if God is behind governments, then those who oppose the government and would 
overthrow it are really opposing God. (they are GOD’S INSTITUTIONS) 

  They are God’s “Deacons” (INSTRUMENTS) 

Notice that in these three verses Paul calls government agents "the servants of God" three 
times. The first two times, in Verses 3 and 4, he uses a word in Greek from which we get 
our word deacon. They are the deacons of God. Next time you are called up in traffic 
court, look at the judge as a deacon of God.  

  They are also “Priests” – ordained to help people 

There is also the function mentioned in Verse 6: providing various services. Here the 
word that is used for "servants of God" is not the word deacon; it is priest, ministering 
priests. The idea here is that the government is not only to provide for our defense and 



security, but also to provide certain common services that we all need and to function as 
priests among us, helping us in our needs. Out of this grows the function of government 
in providing mail service, utilities (water, sewage), schools, relief agencies, and many 
other functions of government. Now these are all proper functions of government 
agencies. 

  Two Powers given to state: “Force”   (INTRUDERS) 

In order to make these services possible, governments, by God's grace, have two powers 
given to them. This the Scriptures clearly teach: One, they have the power of using force. 
That is what is meant in verse 4:  "he bears not the sword for nothing."  Abuses will occur 
as with all human involvement and we seek to correct the abuses, not eliminate power. 

   Second power: “TAXES”                                                           
Romans 13:6 says governments have the right from God to collect taxes to enable them 
to perform their function of protecting (army) and preserving (social services). 

   Attitude is not a Platitude 

The final position of the Christian is summed up in Verses 5 and 7. In Verse 5 we see the 
attitude we are to have: 

Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but 
also because of conscience. (Romans 13:5 NIV) 

The Christian's reason is that it is the right thing to do before God. Your conscience ought 
to be clear. You ought to pay the taxes because that is what God says to do. Then Verse 7 
tells us what actual actions ought to follow: 

Give everyone what you owe him; if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue [Revenue 
refers to those hidden taxes such as sales taxes, customs duties, etc.]; if respect, then respect; if honor, 
then honor. (Romans 13:7 NIV) 

    Attitude of Gratitude 

We are not to be attacking the government because it doesn't behave quite as we think it 
ought. But rather, we are to understand that God has brought it into being, and he will 
change it if the hearts of the people of the land warrant that. 

Somebody has well said, "Every nation gets the government it deserves.  Paul says not 
only that we are to pay our taxes, but if we owe respect, we are to give that; if honor, give 
that.  Never forget that the worst of governments are, nevertheless, better than anarchy. 

Prayer: 
 


