
    Making Light of Sin 
     I John 2 
Saying: “Confession is good for the soul”  Making light of sin?  True? 
               Overview of Problem and Solution  

 1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our 
defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. {Jesus became sin for us} 

   Shedding Light on the Problem 

(NIV) 9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is 
still in the darkness. 10Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, 
and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. 11But whoever 
hates (Loves less) his brother is in the darkness and walks 
around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, 
because the darkness has blinded him. {Ex: Navy Blue in closet} 
 
    The Cause 
(MSG) 15Don't love the world's ways. Don't love the world's goods. 
Love of the world squeezes out love for the Father. 16Practically 
everything that goes on in the world--wanting your own way, 
wanting everything for yourself, wanting to appear important--
has nothing to do with the Father. It just isolates you from him. 17The 
world and all its wanting, wanting, wanting is on the way out--but 
whoever does what God wants is set for eternity.{Your top 3 Wants?} 
 

The Solution 
Matt 7:12"Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior: Ask 
yourself what you want people to do for you, then grab the 
initiative and do it for them. Add up God's Law and Prophets and this 
is what you get. {Confessing your faults, show the way to repentance} 
 
Matt 5:14 (Msg) "Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, 
bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be 
kept. We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. 15If I 
make you light-bearers, (Example: Holding light for dad) you don't 
think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on 
a light stand. (you show the way) 16Now that I've put you there on a 
hilltop, on a light stand--shine! Keep open house; be generous with 
your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open 
up with God, this generous Father in heaven. 
   {Show how confession (light) destroys darkness/sin} 
{Help others destroy sin by confessing (bringing to light) own faults} 



James 5:16Make this your common practice: Confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you can live together whole and 
healed. The prayer of a person living right with God is something 
powerful to be reckoned with. 
(Ex: “Work fascinates me, I can sit around and watch it for hours.” 
“Sin fascinates me, I can sit around and watch it for hours.” 
Work requires action ~ sin requires action  What action? 
Illustrations of the Solution (Take the initiative to make Light) 
Matthew 5:21"You're familiar with the command to the ancients, "Do 
not murder.' 22I'm telling you that anyone who is so much as angry 
with a brother or sister is guilty of murder. Carelessly call a brother 
"idiot!' and you just might find yourself hauled into court. 
Thoughtlessly yell "stupid!' at a sister and you are on the brink of 
hellfire. The simple moral fact is that words kill.  

    23"This is how I want you to conduct yourself in these 
matters. If you enter your place of worship and, about to make an 
offering, you suddenly remember a grudge a friend has against you, 
24abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to this friend and 
make things right. Then and only then, come back and work things 
out with God.  

    25"Or say you're out on the street and an old enemy accosts you. 
Don't lose a minute. Make the first move; make things right with 
him. After all, if you leave the first move to him, knowing his track 
record, you're likely to end up in court, maybe even jail. 26If that 
happens, you won't get out without a stiff fine. 

Matthew 7 

A Simple Guide for Behavior 

 1"Don't pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their 
faults--unless, of course, you want the same treatment. 2That critical 
spirit has a way of boomeranging. 3It's easy to see a smudge on your 
neighbor's face and be oblivious to the ugly sneer on your own. 4Do 
you have the nerve to say, "Let me wash your face for you,' when your 
own face is distorted by contempt? 5It's this whole traveling road-
show mentality all over again, playing a holier-than-thou part instead 
of just living your part. Wipe that ugly sneer off your own face, and 
you might be fit to offer a washcloth to your neighbor. 
 
Conclusion:  “Make light of sin” by confessing your own and so let your 
light shine so others may see the way to confess their own. 


