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From the Editor’s Desk...
Toby Kieth has a song out with the lyrics “I
wanna talk about ME. I wanna talk about I.
Wanna talk about number one oh my, me, my.
What I think, what I like, what I know, what I
want, what I see! I like talkin’ ‘bout you, you,
you, you.  But occasionally, I like talkin’ ‘bout
me, me, me, ME!”  If the truth be told most of
us would probably rather focus on me, me, me
than you, you, you.  Nowhere is this feeling
more evident than in the top New Year’s
resolutions of each year.  People want to quit
smoking, lose weight, enjoy life more, get out
of debt, eat healthy, and get organized.  These
are all noble efforts but really only benefit
numero uno!

A new year does bring a new beginning, but
why not take a new approach this year?
Resolve to draw closer to God (love God) and
to help others (love your neighbor)?
(Matthew 22:36-40)  The benefits of these
two resolutions might outweigh all the others.
Scattered throughout our Newsletter you will
find some suggestions to help get you started.
Just look for the light bulb to spark some
ideas.

Speaking of new beginnings, Anthony Garside
has a new name for his column, “Let Us
Consider.”  Why not check it out, plus all the
other great articles in this edition of “A Light
in the Valley?”
And may God light your path this year as you
endeavor to focus on Him and on others.
What better way is there to be a true light in
this valley?

Personal from the Pastor
By Mel Dahlgren

WHERE IS MY HORSE?
Theme (Mandate) for 2004 – Loving God First

During 2003 our theme throughout the year has been
“Loving One Another.”  Praise God, this is happening!  But
like the economy, it’s been slow growth.  This year, I believe
we will see a surge in Loving One Another in our church.
Why?  For us to truly Love One Another, certain priorities
must be in place, just like certain key factors must be in
place to support dynamic economic growth.  Like what?

When the economic bust hit in 2000, everybody’s priority
began to be “take care of #1.”   Faith in the economy
faltered.  The economy is totally dependent upon faith in the
future.  When people lose faith and turn inward towards
self-preservation, everything crumbles.  The same is true
spiritually.  When we neglect to Love God First, which
mandates faith (Heb 11:6 - without faith it is impossible to
please God), and focus on anything else first, no matter how
good it may seem, our spiritual life (economy) is doomed.
For example: trying to please God on our own terms or even
by putting God’s second great commandment, loving one
another, as our first priority.  Then our spiritual life begins to
falter and eventually crumbles.
Loving God must precede Loving One Another or our
spiritual life becomes out of balance and things just don’t
work out right.

I must confess that I have been guilty of reversing the two
great commandments myself.  As a pastor, it’s easy to focus
on loving and caring for the brethren and give God far less
personal time.  This is getting the chariot in front of the
horse.  Things just don’t work right.  Imagine in the movie,
Ben Hur trying to win his
chariot race with the
chariot in front of the
horse?  When we put
Loving God First above
Loving One Another,
then our spiritual race
can explode into action.

Mission Statement
To share the love of God and to
guide people into a committed
relationship with Jesus Christ.

continued on next page



Personal from the Pastor
(continued from front page)

Why?  Because Loving God is like a
fountain or spring that fills our hearts
with the ability to love others.  The
love we need to be able to Love One
Another must overflow from loving Him with all our
hearts. (Romans 5:5)  Then Loving One Another will
be automatic and “natural” for us, because our horse
(Loving God) will be in front of the chariot (Loving
One Another).   Once we have Loving God First in
place, then our spiritual economy can grow and our
spiritual race can take off, be launched, blossom,
explode, whatever!!!

Priorities are everything.  The horse cannot follow the
chariot.  It just won’t work that way.  The horse must
be in front of the cart.  Once in the right place, the
horse can then do wonders.
Are you ready for the wonders God can do through
you???  This year, as your pastor, I plan to lead our
congregation with my chariot hooked securely behind
my horse.
I want God to empower me to do Spirit-led, God-sized
things in the 2004 race ahead. And I already see God
preparing some amazing things for the months ahead.

God wants to use you powerfully this year too.  Are
you ready?  Are you willing?

GREAT!!!  Then
simply ask God to use
you powerfully during
2004, and as you do,
take a good look at
your chariot and ask
this most important
question: “Where is my
horse?”

I Love To Tell The Story
By Florencio Baldevarona

In many ways, and in all ways, God
has changed my life for His glory.  I
was born near Manila in the
Philippines in 1926 with several
physical impairments that limited my
activities.  At age 15, I was orphaned
and had to fend for myself.  That’s

when I first started looking for God.  But I became
very disillusioned with religion as I studied at the
University of St. Thomas in Manila.  It was there I
married my wife in 1952.  By trade, I should have
been a teacher.  During this time, I was assistant
literary editor of the University Newspaper.  I later
worked as a door-to-door salesman, and then as a
professional photographer.  In Makati City, a suburb of
Manila, I took the exam for civil servant.  I was hired
as an administrative assistant, working with civil
engineers. I bought a book on basic engineering to be
prepared to write letters for the engineers.  I think
they were satisfied because after awhile, they
remarked that I should have been an engineer in the
first place.  I was later promoted to Administrative
Officer.
In 1968, a former friend entered my life.  He knocked
on my door one day and asked for my forgiveness.
This really shocked me.  He had been studying the
Worldwide Church of God (WCG) Bible
Correspondence Course and felt he should seek my
forgiveness.  I forgave him and began studying the
Bible Course, too.  Soon I began attending the local
WCG church in Makati City in 1970.  When I reached
lesson 27 of the Bible Course, I realized that God was
there for me.  So I gave all my disappointments and
disillusionments to God and asked Him to come into
my life.  I was baptized on May 31 and thought I
would be free from sin but the very next day I found
out differently.  It is a lifelong process.  Turning to
God made my life have more meaning.   I began
participating in Spokesman’s Club and was later
appointed Club President.  I even accompanied
deacons and elders in visiting members in their homes,
and prospective members as they requested visits.
We moved to San Jose in 1978 and I continued to be
involved in the local WCG congregation.  Through the
years, I served on the church’s security team, hall set-
up, and choir.  I joined Graduate Club and later was
Grad Club President.  I worked for 17 years in the
accounting department for the Santa Clara County
District Attorney’s Family Support Division.  I have
five sons and a granddaughter named Mandy.

Once I became a Christian, I noticed that I was a more
forgiving person.  Also God lovingly humbled me and I
learn this was part of having a communion with God.  I
have become dependent on prayer as a solution for
problems, praying always for God to guide my life.  Life
to me is an everyday miracle.
Since retirement in 2001, I have had more time to bone up
on God’s Word, for a deeper understanding of the Old and
New Covenants.  This has produced a greater spiritual
insight of the scriptures.  I am thankful to God for
providing clarity and the stable ground He has given me.
I know that without God I can do nothing!



Personal from the Pastor’s Wife
By Barbara Dahlgren

To Know, To Love, To Praise
Remember that old song from the sixties, “To
know, know, know him is to love, love, love
him.”  That could easily sum up our relationship
with God.  And to know Him and to love Him
would have to lead to praising Him.  Praise is so much
more than just singing songs each week in services,
although that can be a part of it.  It’s realizing how
BIG God is and how little we are.
It reminds me of the chorus from another song called
“Yakko’s Universe.”  (Yakko is one of the
Animaniacs.  If you don’t who the Animaniacs are,
ask someone 21 or under.)  “It’s a great big universe
and we’re all really puny.  We’re just tiny little specks
about the size of Mickey Rooney.  It’s big and black
and inky and we are small and dinky.  It’s a big
universe and we’re not.”  That’s how it is with God.
He’s a great BIG God and we’re not.  That’s the first
step.  We realize that God is BIG and powerful and
great.
Then this great, big, powerful God who owns the
universe sacrifices His Son so we can have salvation.
WOW!  He says, “Come and follow me and I will
care for you.  My Son has paid the penalty for your
sin.  I will wipe your slate clean.  I will supply all your
needs.  I will forgive you.  I will let you start anew.  I
will be with you in the good times and the bad times.
You will never be alone.  I will give you strength.  I
will lift the burdens of this world off your shoulders.  I
will give you rest.  I will give you comfort.  I will give
you hope.  I will give you eternal life.  I will give you
true love.”  When this sinks in with us, we cannot
comprehend the wonder of it all.  As we do gain
understanding, we fall to our knees.  We cry.  We
repent.  We surrender.  This is where praise
begins...with a certain brokenness.

Suddenly we see God face-to-face.  We see Him
everywhere.  We see His strength in a thunderstorm.
We see His peace in a sleeping baby.  We see His
majesty in a towering mountain.  We see His joy in a
laughing child.  We see His beauty in a vibrant sunset.
We see His vastness in a star-filled sky.  We see His
guidance in our lives.  When we see God face-to-
face, our focus changes.  We arise from bed in the
morning blessing Him.  We thank Him as we drive the
car.  We want to walk with Him.  We talk with Him
throughout the day.  We meditate on His greatness,
His power, His love.  We whisper the name of Jesus.

We shout for joy.  We realize the reason we live is to
worship Him.

Men build doctrines around the interpretation of one
lone scripture and ignore the hundreds that say to
praise God.  Why?  Could it be easier to
academically pontificate on hidden meanings than to
totally surrender our hearts, minds, and very beings
to God?  Is it easier to know about God than to come
to know Him intimately?  I think so, because we can
remain detached.  If we truly know God, we cannot
remain detached for He lives in us.

As you read the Bible, I urge you to look for
buzzwords that are linked to praise.  Words like
bless, thanksgiving, thankful, thank, sacrifice, look to,
lift hands, sing, dance, leap, joyful noise, joy, worship,
rejoice, worthy, awesome, etc.  They’re
everywhere!
You see, God doesn’t need our praise, but we need
to praise Him.  Through praise we affirm over and
over again “How Great Thou Art!”  (Revelation 4:8-
11 “….Day and night they never stop saying: ‘Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty’…”)
The more we truly know God, the more we truly
love God, and the more we will truly praise God.

New Year’s Resolution:

Psalm 34:1 “I will bless the
Lord at all times. His praise
will continually be in my
mouth.”



Congregation On The Web
By Brad Mann

Christian Computer Corner
By Brad Mann

In this edition of the Christian Computer Corner, we will
look at an essential free tool which can help keep your
operating system and certain applications up-to-date and
make your system more secure.

WINDOWS UPDATE
An often-quoted line from a popular Clint Eastwood
character is “a man has got to know his limitations.”
Thankfully, Bill Gates and company have recognized the
limitations of their operating systems and web browsers,
and have provided us with Windows Update.  Windows
Update is a free, web-based tool, which scans your
system and provides you with a list of current updates for
the operating system and certain applications and
components.

Security Benefit
The update tool can allow you to download patches which
correct software bugs or add additional features.  It can
also point out major upgrades which are available for
applications such as Internet Explorer or Windows Media
Player.  The most important benefit of Windows Update,
however, is the fact that it provides security patches
which block Microsoft software security holes.  Every
platform can be vulnerable, but Microsoft’s update tool
can help you protect yourself from flaws in the Redmond,
Washington giant’s software upon which so many of us
depend.

Accessing Windows Update
As usual, you must have a recently modern version of the
Windows operating system to take advantage of this
jewel.  Depending on which version of Windows you have,
you may find a shortcut to Windows Update in your Start
menu, or in “Settings,” or in your list of programs which
are accessible through the Start menu.  Currently,
Microsoft has Windows Update available at http://
v4.windowsupdate.microsoft.com/en/default.asp.  If you
cannot find Windows Update on your Windows
computer’s menu system, try entering that URL in your
browser.  You may also configure your system to check
for Windows Updates automatically.
Using Windows Update
Use Windows Update often. We recommend weekly.
The current version of Windows Update works like this:
Once you have arrived at the web site, you can select
“Scan For Updates.”  When the results list appears, you
will see categories of updates available for your system: 
 ∗   Critical Updates and Service Packs 
 ∗   Updates related to your specific OS

 (Operating System, e.g., Windows XP) 
  ∗   Driver updates

The South Bay Christian Church web site
has undergone several updates since our
last Newsletter was published.
The full-color version of the fall Newsletter was posted
on the Newsletter Page, and we continue to provide an
html version of the Newsletter as well as versions for
PDA users via our AvantGo channel and our mobile
version of our web site.   If you haven’t yet seen this
Newsletter in full-color, be sure to visit the Newsletter
Page and download the pdf file.
Summer Camp visitors will enjoy Mike Dreelan’s photos
of this year’s Summer Camp in Washington.  You’ll find a
link to the photos on our front page.

Our Sermon Archives Page now contains several
resources from our recent series of sermons from the
book of Galatians, and the Bible Class Page has schedule
information for upcoming classes in the latest series.
Thank you once again for supporting our site.
Please email comments and suggestions to
webmaster@wcgsouthbay.org

Everyone works differently, but a good rule of thumb is to
work with the results as follows:

  * Always install the Critical Updates, especially those
which relate to security.

     ∗   Review the items in the category related to your OS.
You may find updates you will find helpful.

      ∗   For driver updates, try visiting the web sites of your
computer hardware parts manufacturers.  That is
generally a better practice than installing the hardware
driver updates from Windows Update.

Software will always
be imperfect.  But
hats-off to Microsoft
for abiding by Harry
Callahan’s self-
examination motto
and giving us
customers a chance
to do something
about the limitations
of their products.
Brad Mann
Principal
Consultant
MannTech Consulting

http://www.manntech.net


Let Us Consider
By Anthony Garside

By the time this article is published, our South
Bay Christian Church survey will have been
completed.  By the time this article is read, there
may be some items of controversy brought to
light by the survey—maybe not.  Anyway how
should we approach controversy within the part of the Body of
Christ that meets at South Bay Christian Church and within the
Body of Christ as a whole?  “Let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds…..let us encourage one
another…” (Heb. 10: 24-25 NIV)

Many years ago Dr. Herman Hoeh, a patriarch of the Worldwide
Church of God, began to research certain elements of doctrine and
came to conclusions at variance with the existing set of beliefs.
What did he do?  Visibly nothing other than writing up his research,
but he prayed that we would all come to a better understanding of
the subject and we did.
It’s sad to say, but we, like so many other Christians, were not
“fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.”
(Ephesians 6:15)  We really didn’t understand the Gospel very well.
Today after nearly a decade during which the Holy Spirit has drawn
us closer to Jesus Christ, we are already spurring one another on
toward love and good deeds.  Now, through Christ in us, we are
delivering the true Gospel message to our neighbor, coworker, and
family member because we are also living a life of love that Jesus
Christ lives.
We Christians have a tendency to walk around with a giant log in
our eyes (Matt. 7:3), thinking that everyone else has the log in their
eyes.  Only God can show us how to break the logjam so we can
see more clearly.  We have publicly apologized for our divisive,
accusatory behavior toward other Christians and other Christians
have apologized to us.  That’s how the Spirit of God moves.

How do we handle controversy within the Body of Christ?  In Titus
3:19 Paul says to “avoid foolish controversies.”  There is so much
about Jesus Christ that is incontrovertible and in harmony with
established Christian doctrines within the Body of Christ.  This is
what we need to proclaim from the hilltops.  Anything that is not a
core element of the Gospel should be laid aside or it could become a
foolish controversy.  Many times Christian denominations are in
effect a “brand name” version of Christianity, selling points that
other Christian “products” do not have.  These can be “foolish
controversies.”  We want to guard against creating unnecessary
differences that divide us from the rest of the Body of Christ or we
will be putting a different log back in our eyes.

We can instead spur one another and Christians everywhere on to
love and good deeds, and encourage one another in the exciting
work that God is doing throughout His Body.  It is after all His body
not ours anyway.  And I am so happy that we have learned within
the South Bay Christian Church to pray about everything first.  In
the Body of Christ we will all one day “reach unity in the faith.”
(Ephesians 4:13)  May God hasten that day!

Congregational Bible Studies
By Chester Harris

This past September our congregation
completed two years of Community Bible
Studies.  What a blessing it has been to be
part of this program!  In over thirty years in
the Worldwide Church of God, we have
seen nothing like these studies where the
Holy Spirit speaks to us through the class
members.
Our pastor, Mel Dahlgren, said he had
envisioned these Bible Studies two years
before they got started.  This has become a
shared ministry between my wife, Mary,
and myself.  Mary is serious about her
assignment and wants the entire
congregation to benefit from these valuable
studies.  Therefore she plans to make the
Bible Study Guides available to the whole
congregation.  They will be available for
anyone who wants a copy.

For the past two years, we have had a
Bible Study Guide Outreach for the shut-ins
and for those who cannot attend services.
Mary believes there are those who attend
services but are unable to attend the
classes.  She would like to make the Bible
Study Guide available for you.

Quoting from our Outreach
correspondence, “Our local (San Jose)
congregation has begun weekly Bible Study
Classes.  Mr. Dahlgren, our pastor, wants
to share with you a copy of our weekly
study guide in case you want to follow
along as we go through the lessons.  There
is no obligation on your part.  We just want
to share with you what we are learning.
The focus is on Jesus.”

If you are interested in receiving these
study guides, please see Chester or Mary
Harris.

New Year’s Resolution:

“Praise and thank God for who He is
and for what He has done for you.”
Billy Graham



New Children’s Bible Hour Program
The church is now offering a Children’s Bible Hour
during the regular worship period.  The children will
participate in Christian songs, prayer, and crafts.  We
will use puppets, felt boards, books, music CDs,
coloring sheets, and other media to hold young
children’s attention while teaching Bible lessons and
Christian living.  Be a part of this exciting new
program!  The class starts right before the sermon,
around 11:00am, in the nursery.  The class age range
is:  1-2 year olds with parent, preschool, and
kindergarten.  The teacher is Mrs. Aimee McNally.
Donations of craft supplies, children’s books, and
children’s music are always appreciated.  Please see
Mrs. McNally if you have any questions or ideas.
“But Jesus called them to Him and said, ‘Let the little
children come to Me,  and do not forbid them; for of
such is the kingdom of God’”   (Luke 18:16).

Aimee McNally was baptized in 1990.
She was born and raised in the Aptos and
San Jose congregations of the Worldwide
Church of God. She holds an Associate
of Arts in Liberal Studies, an Associate of
Science in Hazardous Materials
Technology, and recently finished her
Bachelor’s of Science in Environmental
Resources Management. Aimee and her
husband Michael co-direct the Christian
Business Leaders organization. She has
been married to Michael for 6 years.
They have two children, Adira (4) and
Ariella (2). She is actively researching
and planning homeschool curricula for
their daughters. Aimee and Michael love
to read and have a passion for education,
which they hope to pass onto their
children.

Teacher Aimee McNally with daughters Ariella &
Adira and Michelle Geraci with daughter Laurel.

What Does Love Mean?
“When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over
and paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for
her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too. That’s
love.”  Rebecca - age 8
 “When someone loves you, the way they say your name is
different. You know that your name is safe in their mouth.”
Billy - age 4
“You really shouldn’t say ‘I love you’ unless you mean it. But
if you mean it, you should say it a lot.  People forget.” Jessica
- age 8

“When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down
and little stars come out of you.”
Karen - age 7

Out of the Mouths of Babes
Submitted by Isabel Merriner

“Love is when your
puppy licks your face
even after you left him
alone all day.”  Mary
Ann - age 4

“Love is like a little old
woman and a little old
man who are still
friends even after they
know each other so
well.” Tommy - age 6
“Love is when Mommy
sees Daddy smelly and
sweaty and still says he
is handsomer than
Brad Pitt.”
Chris - age 7



Bringing Smiles to Children
By Betty Shamus

One quiet evening, I received an e-mail from Shelda Green asking if our church
wanted to join them in supporting the fire victims in Southern California.  The
project was for families with small children living in shelters who had lost their
possessions.  This was coordinated with the Red Cross and church friends.
The need was to assemble Care Bags to be distributed to the families who
have lost so much.  And maybe help the parents provide comfort to their
children since their lives were in a confused state.  The request was four items
for each child:
   1. A canvas bag like ones we get in grocery stores
   2. A child sized blanket
   3. Small stuffed animal(s)
   4. Some children’s books
As I read the e-mail, a scripture came to mind.  “Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here
am I, send me.’” (Isaiah 6:8)  I remembered the song we sing at church based
on that very passage.  “Here I am Lord.  Is it I Lord?  I have heard You calling
in the night.  I will go, Lord, if You lead me.  I will hold Your people in my
heart.”

I called Shelda and said, “Yes, I will help!”
I sent word to our church members.  I went to my neighbors.  Then I asked my
friends at my “Curves” exercise class for help.  The donations poured into my
garage: canvas bags by the dozen, boxes of books, lots of baby blankets, and so
many stuffed animals.  In addition, money was donated for shipping.
After some organizing, I began assembling the bags.  What fun this was!!  I
pictured a small child opening a bag to find a soft blanket, a cuddly stuffed
animal, and a book to read or look at the pictures.  But, because everyone was
so generous, the children would find more than one stuffed animal and extra
books.
Donations continued to pour in, much more than I asked for, as the word
spread of what we were doing.  We received lots of nice clothes for children,
games, and some very large stuffed animals.  No way could I squeeze one of
them in a canvas bag!  But, they were so beautiful and cuddly that I packed
extra boxes as a bonus for them.  By the end of the week, we had four very
large boxes packed to the brim with goodies for children.  The boxes were
loaded in our neighbor’s truck and taken to UPS.
I thanked God for giving us the opportunity to help others.  I pray God blesses
each one who helped for their generosity.  With God’s help we brought smiles
to many little children.

Betty displayed
the many
beautiful stuffed
animals in her
garage before
packing them in
the canvas bags.

Betty packing the canvas bags to
send to Southern California

New Year’s Resolutions:

“Make a difference.  “The
measure of a man’s value is
the degree to which he has
made a difference in the
lives of those he has
touched.”  Jackie A. Strange

“We must not slacken our
efforts to do good to all,
especially to those with
needs that will not be met if
we fail in our common task
of service to humanity.”
Danny Thomas
(Matthew 25:35-40)

“Give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18 NIV



Serving the Community
By Chester Harris

The Visionary Lions Club

About two years ago, Rose Deterding invited our pastor,
Mel Dahlgren, to a Blind Center function.  Because of
other commitments, Pastor Mel was unable to go and
asked me to attend with her in his place.  This was my
first contact with the Lions Blind Center.  If you know
Rose, she was not bashful in introducing me to all of her
friends and telling them I was a minister of Jesus Christ.
Right away Rose’s friends accepted me.  That night
seating was limited.  Eleven of us sat at one table.  It was
impossible for me to hide.  I observed that most of the
guests were visually impaired or completely blind (Rose
taught me not to use the word “handicap”) but they
seemed to know how to have a good time.  They just had a
hard time seeing or not being able to see at all.

Rose told me that they had just started up a new Lions
Club and asked me if I would like to join them.  She
mentioned that most of the club members were visually
impaired or completely blind so they could use some
sighted members.  She said she would be my sponsor if I
decided to join.  Later, Rose made the same offer to my
wife Mary.  In my mind’s eye I could see myself assisting
various ones to their seats and assisting the club members
to their Outreach vehicles since many of the club members
ride Outreach.  While we still do this service for the club
members at each meeting, there are many other services
to be provided.  Imagine our surprise when the club
selected Mary and me to leadership positions!
This past year, our club president, who is completely blind,
depended on us to represent the San Jose Visionary Lions
Club at various functions, mostly out of the San Jose area.
This summer, Mary and I represented our club at the
District Conference in Sacramento as voting delegates, a
first time experience for us.

We see an opportunity to share the Love of God with the
people we meet.  We also get a chance to serve our
community.  The fields
are white and we are
praying for more
workers.  We are
planning three more
public functions
(fundraisers).  If you
are interested in
serving in this area, we
have a place for you.

Mary & Chester Harris taking in
the activities at the District
Conference in Sacramento

Christmas Outreach
By Mel Dahlgren

South Bay Christian Church sponsored a Christmas
Outreach on Monday, December 15th, to the Riviera
House in downtown San Jose.  Fruit baskets were
arranged and decorated in the morning and delivered that
night to 37 residents.  To make the evening special and to
share Christmas joy, we sang Christmas carols in honor
of our King, Jesus.  Church members and residents sang
in front of the Christmas tree to the accompaniment of
guitars along with DVD music.  Words and beautiful
scenes projected on the wall for all to enjoy.  Pastor Mel
introduced the evening with a brief message focused on
Jesus Christ.

The gift baskets were presented after the singing and
residents and members chatted together and wished each
other a Merry Christmas.  Participating in the event
were:  Mike and Martha Dreelan, Brad and
Lynn Rowland, with sons Bradley and David, Cheryl
Becker, Joanne Burnsides, Calvin and Georgette Emata
and Pastor Mel Dahlgren.

Joanne Burnsides and Cheryl Becker with the fruit
baskets they and Pastor Mel put together

Our members visit with Riviera House residents



September 2004

Siberia Mission
On September 20, John Zaprzala gave a Power Point presentation showing
pictures of the recent Mission to Siberia.  John praised our fellowship for
being supportive of reaching out the children in Siberia.

Church Picnic
On September 21 a San Jose/Watsonville combined church picnic was held at Toro County Park near Salinas.  There
was a barbecue dinner, sing-a-long, elastic baseball, and lots of fun for everyone.

Christian Business Leaders
Mr. Ralph Bagley, CEO of N’Lightning Software Development, Inc spoke to our Christian Business Leaders Association
on Thursday, September 25 at Hobee’s Restaurant in the Pruneyard at Campbell.  The topic was the “Christian Computer
Game Industry.”  Please contact Michael or Aimee McNally (mcnally@cblw.org) for more info on future speakers.

Grab Bag Luncheon
A Grab Bag Luncheon was held on September 27 after church services.  Participants signed up to either host or be a
guest at this luncheon.  It’s a great way to get to know everyone.  The next Grab Bag will be January 31.  Be sure to
sign up when it’s announced.

John Zaprzala John was introduced
by Douglas Hall

Church Happenings

 
Congratulations to Michael and Kristen!
On October 4 Michael Sherrod and Kristen Burnsides graduated from the
Children’s Bible Study Class and enjoyed an ice cream social in their honor.
Pastor Mel Dahlgren presented certificates to them.  They say goodbye to
teachers John Sherrod, Sr. and Debbie Sanders, as they will now attend the
Teen Bible Study Classes.

The Winner Is…
Debbie Sanders won the most correct guesses for Guess Who; a contest held each week
at church to see who can guess whose baby picture is posted.  Luanna Leisure is in
charge of the contest and presented Debbie with Starbucks SCRIP during church
services.  Congrats to Debbie!

Guest Worship Leader
Jo Barnard from the San Leandro, CA congregation led a spirit filled worship service for our congregation on October
11.  Our regular Worship Team had been invited to conduct worship services in Tahoe that weekend and Jo graciously
volunteered to be our guest.  Thank you, Jo!

Debbie Sanders, Luanna Leisure
and Luanna’s granddaughter,
Haley Guy

John Sherod, Sr., Haley Guy, Pastor Mel,
Bradley Rowland, Michael Sherrod,
Kristen Burnsides, Chester Harris and
Debbie Sanders

October 2004

Congratulations!



The Cook’s Day Off…
After services on October 25
the church kitchen was
closed because our kitchen
crew was treated to an
appreciation luncheon at
Hometown Buffet.
Crewmembers were
presented with gifts of their
choice, either a South Bay
Christian Church logo T-
shirt or logo apron.  No one
works harder or deserves a
break more than our great
kitchen crew!
 

Communion
A Communion Service was held on October 25.
Pastor Mel Dahlgren conducted the service followed
by a sermon brought to us by Cliff Higgins.

Pastor Appreciation Day
On October 25 the congregation presented Pastor Mel Dahlgren and wife
Barbara, and Associate Pastor Larry Shamus and wife Betty with cards and gifts
of appreciation.   All four were very pleasantly surprised and touched by the
generosity of our fellowship.  They say, “Thank you to you all!  It is a privilege to
serve this congregation!”

Cliff Higgins presents gifts to the
Dahlgren’s and Shamus’

Betty Shamus with
her T-shirt and
Debbie Sanders
with her apron

Franc-i Nicholson & Nain Hulog
display new shirts

Henrietta in
her new
apron

The Hulog  family with new apron

Church Happenings (continued)



November 2004
 
The Band Plays On
On November 1 worship services were led by Brad Mann and accompanied by our church band.  Band members Brad
Mann, Mike Dreelan, Matt Bussing, Abby Hulong, Nathan Zebrowski, and Ben Funsten do a great job and it’s always a
treat to have them play during church services.  They performed again in December.  We thank them for their many
long hours of practice and for sharing their talents with us.

Dreelan Wedding Reception
Two wedding receptions were held for newlyweds, Mike and
Martha Dreelan.  One took place after church and another was at
the home of Brad Rowland on Tuesday evening, November 4.
Martha is new to our area so be sure to make her feel welcome
and at home!

Happy Birthday to Lauren Anne Arquero
Lauren Anne Arquero was born on November 4, 2003.  She weighed 6 pounds 12 ounces
and was 19 ½ inches long.  Mom and Dad, Ben and Marilou are pleased as can be as is
4-½ year older brother Matthew.  Congratulations on your new baby girl!

Thanksgiving Social
Our annual Thanksgiving Social was held on November 8.  We started the day with a special Worship Service focusing
on being thankful and taking up a “thank” offering.  After services church members and guests feasted on roast turkey,
wild rice, green beans, yams, rolls, quiche, and various other goodies.  Our thanks go to Mary Harris and her crew for
coordinating the event.  We indeed have much to be thankful for.

Extraordinary Women Conference 
On November 15 Joy Funsten hosted a showing of the videotape of the CNN broadcast of the Extraordinary Women
Conference in her home.  About a dozen ladies attended the showing and all agreed it was filled with great information.
These conferences help women focus on Spiritual Intimacy: Drawing Women Closer to the Hearr of God.  

Cleaning Up
On November 22 Aimee McNally, Betty Shamus and Linda Smith helped clean and disinfect all the toys in the nursery,
a duty we perform twice a year.  We share this job with the other churches that use the nursery.   Thanks Aimee,
Betty, and Linda for helping us clean up!

Church Happenings (continued)

Mike Dreelan            Ben Funsten                  Nathan Zebrowski                Abby Hulog                    Brad Mann            Matt Bussing

Mike & Martha cutting their cake

Lauren Anne Arquero



December 2003

Christmas Shoe Box Gifts
Once again we assisted the San Leandro congregation in preparing Christmas Shoe Box Gifts for Samaritan’s Purse,
which provides these gifts to children in poverty all over the world.  Each box contains toys, school supplies, hygiene
items and other fun items a child would enjoy receiving.    All items are place in a decorated shoebox and given to needy
children around the world.  Thanks to all who participated in this worthwhile cause.

Children’s Bible Classes Begin
Our first Children’s Bible Hour began on Saturday December 6.  Children participate in Christian songs, prayer, and
crafts.  Please contact Aimee McNally for more details and read the article about these classes in this issue of the
Newsletter.

Fruit Baskets
On Monday, December 15, over 30 fruit baskets were made for the Riviera Half-way House in downtown San Jose.
Baskets were delivered that evening during a Christmas celebration at the House.  There was a Christmas sing-a-long
and much fun and fellowship.

Sons of Jubal
On December 20, the Sons of Jubal performed a mini Christmas concert during church services.  Watsonville church
member, John Merriner, is a member of the Christian band that plays music all over the Bay Area.  What a special treat
for our whole fellowship.

Welcome Genevieve, Bryle, and Anna
The Filipino brethren had a get together at Calvin Emata’s home to welcome new brethren who have recently moved to
our area.  Genevieve Roska and her children, Anna and Bryle, have recently moved from Torrance, CA to Santa Clara.
Let’s all take the opportunity to say, “Hi” and make them feel at home.

Church Happenings (continued)

John Merriner



Alpha Dinners
By Mel Dahlgren

Over 130 churches in the Bay Area starting this past September
have sponsored Alpha Dinners.  They include an Invitational
Dinner followed by an entertaining British pastor, Nicky
Gumbell, who teaches the basics of Christianity in a series of 15
video sermons.  After a short break, we then share what we
have learned together.     
Towards the end of the series, each group has the opportunity to
enjoy a delightful weekend together away from home focusing
on the priceless blessing a new believer receives from God - the
Holy Spirit.  For our weekend away we chose to go to the
beach at Monterey.  Staying in a nicely remodeled bunkhouse at
Monterey Bay Academy we ate, played games till the wee
hours of the morning, holding up inside to stay dry.  Then on
Sunday morning we hiked the beach in beautiful weather - clear
skies and sunshine!  Also during the weekend, we watched 2
videos and shared our experiences with how the Holy Spirit
works in our lives.

Pastor Mel Dahlgren, Abby Hulog, Joanne Moses, Nain Hulog, Joanne Burnsides,
Mike Casarotti, Henrietta Ojeda, Aletha & Bran Mann, Martha & Mike Dreelan

Cheryl Becker, Bonnie Ferranti, Aletha Mann and
Cari Arkebauer

Dan Lopez, Nain & Abby Hulog

Starting in January, we are
planning to continue Monday
night classes with the
spectacular series on building
an intimate relationship with
God, called “Experiencing
God.”   This will be on the
2nd and 4th Monday night at
the church fellowship hall
beginning January 12th at
7:30 pm. 
Please e-mail me at
mdahlgren@wcgsouthbay.org
if you would like to attend. We
have 12 signed up already!  No
formal meal will be served.  If
anyone wants to bring anything,
we will set it out till it runs out. 
That way there is no pressure
on anybody to bring
anything.  Please order your
workbook online or at Berean
Christian Book Store now so
you have it in time.  Regular
price is $19.99 but
Amazon.com has used
workbooks in unmarked, good
shape for $6 to $7 and
Christian Book Distributors
(CBD.com) has new ones for
$16.99. 

 AFTER ALPHA, THEN WHAT?

Joanne Burnsides and Virginia Allen



Special Thanksgiving cake baked
and decorated by Michelle Geraci

Let us thank Him
for our food

Henrietta serves the pie

Mona Harris & Jo BarnardMark Geraci, Pierre Muino, & Trish Hertzog



Cards - Betty, Joanne, Linda & Pastor MelSequence - Chester Harris & Dan Lopez

Calvin Emata
provides the music

Let the games
begin...

Pinochle - Mike, Cleveland, Pierre, & Herb

John Sherrod & Michael McNally Esther Wipfle, Luella Rousseau,
Mike & Bonnie Ferranti

Rose Deterding & Calvin Emata

Dominoes - Bonnie, Jo, Joanne, & Margarete



Coyote Creek Canoeing
By Alicia Carrillo

The church canoes are now being stored in the Coyote Creek area behind the house where I live.  This creek area is in
the process of restoration and we have been asked to help.  In the future we hope to have our church participate in this
beautification project for downtown San Jose.
On November 22 we decided to have a youth outing to christen the canoes.  In addition to canoeing we played croquet.
It was an afternoon of food, fellowship, and fun!  Here are some of the comments we received.
“I enjoyed seeing what Alicia’s neighborhood is preserving.  I’m looking forward to seeing this area completely revitalized
(more than a mile) in the near future.  It would be wonderful if we could have a river like many cities have, completely
easy to navigate by canoe.”  ~Joy Funsten

“Wow!  Canoeing on Coyote Creek in downtown San Jose!  I never would have guessed there could be such a peaceful
area for small boats in San Jose.  It was very enjoyable sightseeing the 1-mile stretch of Coyote Creek with the beautiful
fall colors and tranquil water.  We had a great time and hope others will get a chance to enjoy the experience.”
~Bill Funsten

“It was lots of fun and I’d love to do it again sometime!”  ~Kristen Burnsides
“We had a great time.  If it gets much colder, we’ll have to bring ice skates.” ~Joanne Burnsides
“I look forward to more use of the canoes by the youth and other church members who’d like to ride on the creek.  My
neighbors have organized to clear downed trees and pick up trash in the creek.  The canoes are used weekly as a
community service.”  ~Alicia Carrillo

Downstream from where Alicia Carrillo lives on Coyote Creek
in downtown San Jose, this blockage due to a fallen tree was
cleared 8.9.03, near the Santa Clara Street Bridge.  Neighbors
participating that day were: owners Jack and Marley Spilman
(whose property provides access to the creek, at Spilman’s
Landing), Ron Atkins, Loc Nguyen, Alix Seifert, Tina Adams,
and Alicia.

Fallen tree blockage near Santa Clara Street Bridge

After clean-up by neighbors

Kristen Burnsides and  Noelle Glasure

New Year’s Resolution:

“It is the duty of every Christian to be
Christ to his neighbor.”  Martin Luther


