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Matt 5:14-16  “Ye are the light of the world...Let your light so shine!”

wcgsouthbay.org

From the Editor’s Desk
Summer is here.  It’s nice to see the flowers
blooming and the sun shining!  You know, the
health benefits of sunshine are undisputed.  It
provides us with our main source of vitamin D,
which strengthens our bones and muscles and
boosts the immune system.  Sunshine can also
cheer us up.  Studies show that sunshine can
alter your mood chemically and even prevent
depression.  And there is another kind of
sunshine that can do the same thing.  I call it
SON shine.  When the Son of God shines His
light in your life you have no choice but to
rejoice.  With Him shining His light in and
through us, we can really be a “Light in the
Valley.”

Man sows grass seed in early spring,
Then waters and feeds to grow it,
Then all summer long, he will try
To find excuses not to mow it!
by William E. Morgan

from The Joyful Noiseletter Reprinted with permission of Bill Keane ©Bill Keane

MISSION STATEMENT
To share the love of God
and guide people into
a committed relationship
with Jesus Christ



Personal from the Pastor’s Wife
By Barbara Dahlgren

Personal from the Pastor
By Mel Dahlgren

Is It Memorex?
There used to be a commercial on TV where
Ella Fitzgerald was singing.  A few singers have
such perfect tone quality that when they hit a certain note,
they can actually shatter crystal.  As Ella would sing, a
crystal goblet would shatter.  But wait!  We find out that it
wasn’t Ella singing at all but a recording of her voice on a
Memorex tape that was soooooo good, no one could tell it
wasn’t Ella singing live – not even the crystal goblet.

Sometimes I wonder if our prayers aren’t the same way.
If a secret tape recording were made of our prayers, would
it show that we say the same thing, in the same way, in the
same order, in the same tone of voice, day in and day out?
Are our prayers so precise that God looks down and says,
“Is that Barbara, or is it Memorex?”  This opens a whole
new dimension for us.  It’s sort of like cloned prayers.
Each day we can turn on our tape-recorded prayer for God
to listen to while we go do something else.

But is this what God is looking for from us?  A robotic
prayer may be better than no prayer at all, but God might
like to hear something different once in a while.  We don’t
have to always approach prayer like we did the crime (sin)
so we must pay the time (prayer).  It doesn’t have to be a
penance ritual we dutifully do to appease our Creator.

God might be looking for some heart felt prayers, prayers
filled with thanksgiving, praise, worship, and supplications
not just “gimme this” and “gimme that.”  Or should I say,
“please gimme this” and “please gimme that.”  God is the
author of variety.  He probably wouldn’t mind hearing the
same thing in a different way.  For example:

“Hi God.  This is Barbara.  I’m telling you this because I’m
not starting this prayer the way I usually do so I want You

to know who this is.  It’s me, it’s me, it’s me, Oh
Lord, standing in the need of prayer!  You are a
holy and righteous God and You alone are worthy
of my praise.  I thank You for being there for me,
day in, day out.  I love You, Lord, and I want You to
know that I don’t blame You for me stubbing my
big toe on that rock yesterday.  Yes, You could have
moved the boulder but I will admit that if I had of
been a little more alert, I would have seen it
coming.  And by the way, I thank You for carrying
me in the sand.  I know I’ve gained some weight
and it’s getting harder to lift me up.  I can see Your
footprints are deeper than usual but fortunately You
have the strength to lift me up…..”

And God looked down and said, “Is that Memorex?
No, I don’t think so.  That’s Barbara!”

With Christ in the Summer School
of Prayer

Lately, prayer has been more like a
roller coaster for me, personally, and I knew that I
needed more training.  So, I have been enjoying a
personal in-depth study of Christ’s teaching about
prayer!  I love to pray with people and see the
incredible answers that He provides beyond what
we can even ask or think.  God’s ways are so far
beyond our ways.

But when it comes to personal prayer, I have found
myself becoming distracted which is certainly not
doing me or anybody else any good, and even more
so, I’m not really sure how amusing it is to God.  I
do know, however, that He is One very patient and
merciful God Who yearns to answer our prayers
because He says so.  Luke 11:9-13

So what can we do to align ourselves with His will
so we can be a recipient of these blessings?  Every
time I preach this summer, I will be sharing insight
into Christ’s very specific instructions about How
to Pray.  What is interesting is that Jesus never
taught his disciples how to preach, but He did teach
them how to pray.

I hope that you can grow in this grace of prayer
along with me this summer.  But if for some reason
you are unable to attend church with us in San Jose
or Watsonville, and would like to see your personal
prayer life transformed, then I would like to
challenge you to the most powerfully
rewarding personal study that I’ve seen in
years.  It was written over a hundred years ago by
Andrew Murray, a gifted
pastor in 1895, and is now
public domain and can be
found on the internet at:
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/
murray/prayer.html.  There
are 31 lessons, so just do
one short lesson each day
for one month and you can
complete your Summer
School of Prayer.  But far
more important will be the
deeper prayer life you will
begin to experience as I
am, as we both can be
“With Christ in the Summer
School of Prayer.”



San Jose Advisory Committee Update
By Bonnie Ferranti

To refresh our readers’ memories, the Advisory Committee is a group
of seven local church members, chosen by the congregation to assist
and advise the Pastor in financial matters.  In the last couple of years,
not only has this committee dealt with financial items, but it has become
a sounding board for the Pastor on other important matters.

The San Jose Advisory Committee has been operating since 1997.
Now here in 2003, two of the original seven members have decided to
step down.  Carol Ackerman and Cleveland Vivian have been
wonderful assets to the Committee and their service has been much
appreciated.  Thank you, Carol and Cleveland, for your faithful service.

We want to welcome onto the Committee, replacing Carol and
Cleveland, Preeti Piplani and Mike Ferranti.  Preeti, an outstanding
Christian teen from our fellowship, will be an asset to the Committee
helping the youth come to the realization that they are a part of the body
and passing on input to the Committee from the youth.  Mike is a long-
time member in good standing who has always been willing to serve in
any area when needed and can offer much to the Committee.

Thank you again, Carol and Cleveland, for your service!  We welcome
Preeti and Mike to the Advisory Committee and want to thank them for
taking on this important responsibility.

Regional Conferences
By Larry Shamus

Each year, our denomination conducts
regional conferences for our pastors and
church members. This year, the first
conference was held in Covina, CA. from
April 3-6. Attending from our local
congregation were Pastor Mel and Barbara
Dahlgren, John Jester, and Cliff Higgins.
Later in April, a second conference was held
in Portland, OR, attended by Brad and Aletha
Mann, and Larry and Betty Shamus.

The theme for this year’s conferences is
“Growing Healthy Churches.”  We heard
from some of the leaders of our
denomination, including Joseph Tkach, Dan
Rogers, Carn Catherwood, Ted Johnston, and
other members of our Headquarters team.
Some of the conference topics included
growing a healthy church, building loving
relationships, establishing and building
effective youth ministries, Great
Commandment living, conflict resolution, and
equipping senior members for ministry. The
conference concluded on Sunday, with a
worship service and communion, led by Mr.
Tkach.

The focus of this conference was on
equipping us for the Great
Commandment\Great Commission lifestyle.
The conference provided training, resources,
and educational opportunities for all who
attended. In addition to the training received,
there was ample opportunity to renew old
friendships from other congregations.

If you’ve never attended a regional
conference, why not plan on going next year?
It’s a great opportunity and I know you’ll
enjoy it!

Aletha & Brad Mann and Larry & Betty Shamus
at the Portland Conference

New Advisory Council members, Preeti Piplani and
Mike Ferranti with Pastor Mel



President Waives
Opportunity to Wave at
Demonstrators
by Carol Ackerman

The morning of May 2nd was a blustery
one, the forecast calling for wind and rain,
but I could not pass up this opportunity. 
President George W. Bush was visiting
United Defense in Santa Clara, and a
viewing area had been designated for
those wishing to welcome and witness his
motorcade as it arrived.

For several weeks, I had been participating
with other “Support the Troops”
enthusiasts, meeting at designated street
corners to wave flags and demonstrate our
pro- American, pro-President Bush
position.  It was from these “fellow-
activists” that I learned the details of his
visit, and was urged to be there to help
counter-balance the hundreds of anti-war,
anti-Bush protesters expected as well.

Early that morning, I tuned in to the local
radio talk shows and was dismayed to find
that each and every time they announced
the news of the President’s visit, they
emphasized the fact that the anti-war
protesters would be out in force. (“....
President George W. Bush will be in Santa
Clara later this morning, and will be
greeted by hundreds of protesters....”) 
Never once did they mention that any
PRO- President activists would be there as
well.  Of course I couldn’t let that stand,
so I called KGO in San Francisco, and
informed them that  there would also be a
large group of Pro- America, “support-our-
troops” demonstrators on hand to greet
the President.  Their response was an
astounded  “Really??”  I said “Yes, really.”

I continued to monitor their news reports,
which to my dismay, continued to
disregard the information I had just
provided. So I sent an e-mail to the news
anchor himself, and said the following:
“Just to let you know in case you are
seriously unaware, there will be a large
contingent of pro-President Bush
“activists” prepared to greet him in Santa
Clara today.  So far, I’ve heard only reports
about the “protesters.”  In the interest of
balanced and truthful reporting, I trust
that you will make note of this fact and be
sure to include it each time you mention
ANY groups who will be on hand.  Thank
you so much!...Carol Ackerman”

There!  I felt much better!  And was I ever
surprised to receive a reply from the news
anchor, Ed Baxter.  He said, “Hi Carol, You
are correct, although that will be very
apparent as we carry the President’s
address.... Take care, Ed.”

Apparently they felt the need to emphasize
the “protester” aspect of the story in
advance of the President’s imminent and
uninterrupted speech.  In my opinion, their
reporting was still a bit biased against the
President and any positive aspect of his
visit.

I scheduled my morning’s balloon
deliveries to be completed by 8:30am, and
arranged to meet my mom at the park in
Santa Clara where we would gather with the
others in our group.  We then walked about
a half-mile down Coleman Avenue, which
was closed to traffic for that morning.  Our
group of about 50-60 people stood together
in one area where we were advised by
police officers to stay well back off the
street.  I tied clusters of red, white, and blue
balloons to nearby poles, and we chatted
enthusiastically while hoisting our flags
and pro-American signs.

Some young families were there with small
children holding hand-made signs, which
read things like “We love you, President
Bush!”  One woman whose son was
serving in Iraq proudly showed us his
latest “postcard” to her—written on the
back of an MRE (meal-ready-to-eat)
package.  A reporter from the Associated
Press interviewed me.  We all eagerly

anticipated President Bush’s arrival,
cameras ready, and wondered how long
before his motorcade would pass in front of
us.

Suddenly, off in the distance, a huge mass
of protesters came into view, heading our
direction.  Hundreds and hundreds of them
mostly dressed in black, and carrying signs,
banging drums, and chanting anti-Bush
slogans.  They came closer and closer to
us, until they nearly swallowed up our little
group.  They congregated right in front of
us, in the street (where we had been told
NOT to stand) about 10 deep and 50 wide. 
Our view of the street was totally obscured,
but there was no way to move closer to the
front, as the police had requested we stay
off the street completely.  Yet these
protesters were right IN the street, and the
police were not enforcing the rules on
them.  Hey, what gives??  We were here
first!!

At this point, I realized why there were so
many police officers there, most in riot
gear, many on horseback.  They gradually
pushed the crowd back toward the curb,
but the protesters were still spilling well
into the street. Some of them tried to
confront us, handing out leaflets and
calling us “baby-killers” for supporting
the war.  While I completely support their
right to have a differing opinion, I must
say that they were generally not a
pleasant crowd of people.  For example,
one scraggly looking fellow lit a cigarette
lighter under the balloon clusters I had
tied and popped them one by one.
Fortunately, my mother was there to
restrain me from beating him senseless.

After waiting for over an hour, we came to
realize that the President’s motorcade had
taken another route and we saw nary a
glimpse of him.  Of course the officials
coordinating his arrival would never allow
him to travel past such a hostile crowd. 
His well-being, perhaps his very life would
have been at risk had he come near this
particular group.

Later that evening, the local television
news reported on the demonstrations,
emphasizing how heavily the protesters
outnumbered the Bush-supporters. One
protester had been arrested for sticking a
police horse with the point of her
umbrella.  Not too smart.

At least we were mentioned, and there
were some good video clips of our signs
and American flags. All in all, it was quite
an educational experience, and I’m glad
Mom and I were there to add to the small
show of support.  I hope the President
was informed that not everyone in the Bay
Area is against him, and he has a few
faithful supporters here.

For more information on local Pro-America
rallies, go to www.proamericaspirit.org.
Hope to see some of you there next time.

Betty Shamus & Carol Aackerman
at the rally



“Religion, morality, and knowledge are necessary to good
government, the preservation of liberty, and the happiness
of mankind.”

United States Supreme Court, 1892

“It cannot be emphasized too strongly or
too often that this great nation was
founded, not by religionists, but by
Christians, not on religions, but on the
gospel of Jesus Christ!”

Patrick Henry

 “The Bible is the Rock on which this
Republic rests.”

President Andrew Jackson

“The most universal welcome I’ve
received is the sound of laughter.  It
needs no translation.  It means
happiness and joy.  Most important, it
means freedom.  In any country
where liberty has been banished, the
next thing to disappear is laughter.”

Bob Hope

“We have this day restored the Sovereign to whom all
men ought to be obedient.  He reigns in heaven and from
the rising  to the setting of the sun, let His Kingdom
come.”

Comment of Samuel Adams after signing the
Declaration of Independence

“Human law must rest its authority ultimately upon the
authority of that law which is divine....Far from being
rivals or enemies, religion and law are twin sisters, friends
and mutual assistants.  Indeed, these two sciences run into
each other.”

James Wilson, Signer of the Constitution and an
original Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court

Fifty-two of the 55 signers of
the Declaration of
Independence were deeply
committed Christians.

“O Lord, when we, Thy children, are apprehensive about
the affairs of our world, remind us that Thou art in Thy
world as above and beyond it.  Remind us that Thou art
not indifferent.  For Thou art not a spectator God, high
and lifted up, serene and unperturbed.  The feet that were
wounded are still walking the trails of earth.  The heart
that was broken on the tree still feels every human woe.”

Peter Marshall, Chaplain, U.S. Senate, 1947-1949

“Can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we
have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the
minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of
God?”

Thomas Jefferson

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.”
Psalm 33:12

“Within the covers of the Bible are all the
answers for all the problems men face.  The
Bible can touch hearts, order minds, and
refresh souls.”

President Ronald Reagan



Visionary Lions Club Dinner
By Rose Deterding

In April some of our church members participated in
a fund raiser/dinner to benefit the San Jose Visionary
Lions Club, which sponsors the Blind Center.  Three
of our members, Chester and Mary Harris, and
myself, are actively involved with this organization.

The San Jose Lions Club was founded by Jack
Syvertsen for the purpose of giving visually impaired
people, along with their sighted friends, co-workers,
church members, and neighbors, a way to reach out
to the community and be a service.  The club was
chartered in October of 2001 and is being helped by
the other Lions Clubs in the area.  We have had three
fund raisers in our short existence and thanks to God
they have turned out well.  A number of people in our
church congregation attended the April 12th fundraiser
and that was greatly appreciated.  They seemed to
have a good time and contributed much to the evening
to make it a success.

There are Lions Clubs all over the world.  They have
many services like: City of Hope, furnishing eye
glasses for foreign countries and in the USA,
suitcases for children in shelters who do not have
anything in which to put their belongings, hearing aids
for people who cannot afford them, food for the
Harvest Food Bank, The Diabetes Foundation, The
Eye Foundation, and so on.  The Blind Center is
benefiting much as the Lions Clubs in our district
sponsor bingo every Monday night at the American
Legion Hall in Santa Clara and the proceeds go to the
Blind Center.

         The Love of God
     By Bonnie Ferranti

     The love of God is very strong.
     It turns into right what is wrong.

     The love of God is like the Spring.
     It refreshes, smiles it does bring.

     The love of God is Jesus the Son,
     Died for us, God’s will to be done.

     The love of God is all around.
     Just look, ask, and it will be found.

     The love of God came down from heaven.
     Though we were sinners, it was freely given.

     The love of God is very deep,
     For us living and for those that sleep.

     The love of God is ultimately pure,
     Unconditional, for that you can be sure.

     The love of God is so kind.
     None better will you ever find.

     The love of God can be in your heart
     By loving God and others, this is your part.

     Wherever you go, whatever you do,
     Remember this, the love of God is with you.

Another goal of the Visionary Lions Club
is to educate the sighted world as to what
the blind can do.  The Blind Center’s goal
is to give to the community but they need
members.  They also need the eyes of
some to do the paper work that needs to
be done.  Chester and Mary help with this
along with another Lions Club member,
Cy Esty.  If you would like to be involved,
we welcome you.  The meetings are held
at the Lions Blind Center on the first and
third Tuesdays of each month at 1 p.m. at
101 No. Bascom Avenue in San Jose.
These meeting times and dates might
change in the future so be sure to check
with me to keep updated.

Thank you again for your support!

Rose Deterding

Rose leads the group in
singing “God Bless America”

Chester Harris is helped by daughter, Mona,
in giving out door prizes



I Love To Tell The Story
(Each time we feature this article a
different person will be sharing
how they came to have a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.  We
would love you to tell us your
story!)

When I first began my relationship
with Jesus Christ, God was working
with me by the example of my
brother, Edwin Varga.  In 1984 my
brother had made changes in his life
that were surprising to me: his
outlook was brighter, he was
happier, and he attended a
church.  I became curious and
so I began to read what he was
reading, literature from the
Worldwide Church of God.  I
started praying and crying out
to God, seeing the wonderful
way He was working Edwin’s
life.  I asked God to touch my
heart, too!

I read more and realized God
was beginning to call me to
Him.  I started attending church
in the WCG Aptos congrega-
tion.  In  1986 I was baptized.
Edwin lived with my family and
me.  He had become friends
with our neighbors, Adelmira
Hernandez, and her son,
Vincent Hernandez.  Vincent
translated for the Spanish
members in the San Jose congrega-
tion at Napredak Hall.  Adelmira was
a delightful neighbor.  I began to talk
with her about my issues with my
husband, who was drinking.  I was
depressed. I had beautiful children,
Reuben and Jessica, and although my
husband was an alcoholic, I learned
from the articles I read and women at
church how to have a better attitude
toward my husband.

Our marriage improved quite a bit,

with my husband appreciating the
positive changes in my life.  Reuben
and Jessica were now in the Bible
Study classes for children, and my
husband began helping more with
them.  We then had our last girl,
Cynthia in 1987.  My husband was
supportive of our going to church and
helped around the house more.  I was
now about 21 years old.  When I was

24, I was infected with AIDS.  I was
devastated, not knowing God’s
purpose for me in this trial.

Through the trials associated with
AIDS, a coma for two weeks during
the early 1990s, giving up my children
for others to raise, losing my eyesight
as the virus destroyed my body, I
have drawn closer to God.  I have
grown in faith, relying on God to
sustain me.  I know this death sen-
tence is Satan’s attempt to destroy

me, but it has only pushed me closer
to God.

Having AIDS so young, with three
children to finish raising, I told myself
that I needed to strive to be a better
Christian.  This motivated me to teach
my children about God with urgency
in my Christian walk.  Knowing I may
not have as much time as others, I
wanted to help prepare my children

for life.  My husband had died
two years after I was infected.
It became apparent, as I grew
weaker and weaker, that I had
to give up my children.  Today,
we have a close bond that
developed over the years,
despite long distances.  They
have a good relationship with
God, and I am proud of them.
God has been with me in all the
ups and downs, and I lack
nothing.  Currently, a recent
operation was performed to
reattach the retina and remove
scar tissue in my left eye.  This
was a successful operation,
restoring eyesight - all the
credit is God’s!

God is wonderful to me.  After
recovering from the coma for
two weeks, I had become
depressed one day.  As I

looked out the window of my room,
thinking and asking God what is my
purpose for living, He answered in a
way that I understood my time was
not over yet, and that He was pleased
with me.  God has blessed me with
His sustaining love.   AIDS is not
detectable in my blood.  Only God
knows how long I have.  I’ve made it
to 14 years with the virus, and I seem
to be feeling all right.  I believe this is
a miracle!
                                           Abigail Quinones



Congregation On The Web
By Brad Mann

Our congregation continues to be used by God
in worldwide ministry.  During the first week
of June alone, our web site was visited from
Austria, Finland, Seychelles, France,
Estonia, Denmark, Germany, Taiwan, Belgium, China,
Australia, United Arab Emirates, Netherlands, Canada, the
Czech Republic, the United Kingdom, Japan, Mexico, and
the United States.
The vast majority of our visitors are from the U.S. with, of
course, a strong concentration in California, where we
concentrate our ministry efforts. Nevertheless it is indeed a
blessing to be able to share the love of God around the
world and to have the privilege of sharing the Good News
of Jesus Christ with people of many different nations, in
addition to those who are located in our own neighborhoods.
We have added a couple of exciting new features to our site
recently, the first one is a Christian Headlines section on our
Home Page.  Maranatha Christian Journal provides these
headlines with links to stories of interest to believers. The
Maranatha staff reviews news items from a variety of
sources and consolidates information from around the globe
to bring us reports, which inform us, inspire us and enrich
our prayers.
The second new feature we’re highlighting is a box at the
bottom of our home page which provides access to a free
email notification of changes to the front page of our
congregation web site.  This service, provided by Change
Detection provides automatic notification of updates to our
site, by alerting subscribers to modifications we make to our
home page where we provide links to updated pages and
other frequently accessed resources.

In addition to these two new resources, we’ve added a page
featuring the helpful Church-Life presentation, which was
given recently by our Walking In The Valley Columnist,
Barbara Dahlgren.  We have posted the transcript of her
presentation about developing and sharing your personal
testimony.  It’s a terrific resource for personal evangelism
and includes a series of practical
points, which can be put to
use immediately.

As we often do, we want to
thank everyone for your
suggestions and input and for
visiting and participating in
our site.  Please email your
comments and suggestions to
webmaster@wcgsouthbay.org.

wcg
southbay.

org

Attention Gals!
Annual Northern California

Women’s Retreat

August 8-10, 2003
At Sierra Pines Baptist Camp

Highway 50 near Twin Bridges
(15 miles west of South Lake Tahoe)

$75 includes food and lodging (cabins or dorms)

Theme: Stand Firm

Deadline for payment is July 15, 2003
Checks made to

Worldwide Church of God – Sacramento
Send to: Nancy Curtis

10725 Sterlingwood Way

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
For more info, call Nancy at (916) 363-2579

Attention Guys!
Annual Northern California

Men’s Retreat

September 26-28, 2003
At Twin Pines near South Lake Tahoe

$66 per person
Subjects covered will be:

Anger Management

Spiritual Leadership
Parenting, Grand Parenting, Mentorship

Communion

Contact Pastor Mel to attend



Christian Computer Corner
By Brad Mann

Microsoft Windows and the mouse have always been great partners.  They
work well together and make it easy and intuitive for us to complete our
computing tasks.  The problem is, the mouse is often not the fastest and most
efficient way to perform certain functions.  In this edition of the Christian
Computer Corner we are going to look at a great alternative to the mouse.

The Mouse Trap
There is a lot of value in using a mouse (or other pointing device such as a
track ball or touchpad).  In fact it may be hard for many computer users to
imagine trying to navigate their systems without the help of a mouse.  But we
can easily become so dependent on the mouse that our productivity suffers.
We can fall into “The Mouse Trap” by using the mouse rather than the handy
Windows Keyboard Shortcuts, which can be much faster.  Keyboard
Shortcuts don’t require you to take your hand off the keyboard to grab the
mouse, move, click, and come back to the keyboard again.  If you don’t
currently use Windows Keyboard Shortcuts, consider trying some of these and
see if you find yourself being able to do your computing work faster and more
efficiently:

These are just a few of the many Windows Keyboard Shortcuts.  You can find
more in the manuals for your operating system and applications or on their
respective web sites.

One of the great things about Windows is that there is often more than one
way to get things done.  Since we all work differently and find certain methods
more appealing to our personal styles, it’s worth while to experiment with
different combinations of keyboard shortcuts and mouse usage to find what
makes you most effective.

Ctrl+Esc

Ctrl+X
Ctrl+C
Ctrl+V
Ctrl+Z
Ctrl+Y
Ctrl+F
Ctrl+F4
Alt+F4
Alt+Tab

Alt+Underlined
letter in a menu
Tab

F1

Opens the Start menu (use the arrow
keys and Enter key to select an item)
Cut
Copy
Paste
Undo
Redo
Find
Close the active window
Close program
Switch focus to another running
program. (You can hold down Alt and
continually tap the Tab key to cycle
through your running apps.)
Opens the sub-menu

Move to the next cell in a table or
spreadsheet.
Help



Youth Bible Studies
By Michael Sherrod

Here is an outline of the lessons we
have covered since our March
Newsletter:
Prayer
March 1: Why Should I Pray?  We learned about what the Bible teaches

about the power of prayer.
March 8: Pray?  What Should I Say?  We learned that we should pray as

if Jesus were with us and we were talking directly to Him.
March 15: I’ve Prayed.  Now What?  Have patience and wait for God to

answer our prayers and believe that He knows when the best
time is to give the answer.

Basic Christian Beliefs
March 22: God’s Holy Spirit  We talked about using God’s Holy Spirit in

us to be a good influence in our community.
March 29: Built on the Rock (The Church)  This lesson was about what

Jesus says that Church is supposed to be and do.
April 5: In Remembrance  We talked about how and why we observe

the Lord’s Supper.

Celebrate Jesus
April 12: A Place of Honor  This lesson was about our response to

Jesus.
April 19: Crucified, Buried, and Alive Again!  When Jesus was on the

cross, He was separated from the Father, so He understands our
loneliness and pain.

April 26: You Can Be Sure Jesus is alive!  We worship Him as Lord!

Accepting God’s Gift
May 3 He Did It for Me  God wants a personal relationship with us!
May 10 I’ll Do It for Him  Pray that God will help you to participate in

His great work!

Where Is God When It
Hurts?

May 18 It’s All Gone
Prepare a plan to
trust God during a
physical loss.

May 24 In Sickness and In
Health  We need to
honor God whether
things are going our
way in life or not.

The Children’s Bible Study
classes will be continuing through
the summer.  In my next report I
hope to be able to tell you about
our Bible lessons at summer
camp.

Teacher, John Sherrod, with youth Bible class



The Teen Scene
by Nathan Zebrowski

Over Presidents’ Day weekend, the Funstens led some
of the youth to see God’s beautiful creation first hand
at Yosemite National Park. Changing our original plans
at the last minute, we left late on a Friday night in
hopes of beating the traffic. Unfortunately we weren’t
the only ones thinking this way, for by the time we
arrived most of Yosemite was already packed with a
record amount of guests. After meandering through the
park for a few hours searching for a place to sleep
where the bears wouldn’t eat us and the Ranger
wouldn’t shoot us, we finally pulled over on the side of
the road and set camp in the Funstens’ minivan coupled
with Mike’s Suburban. After a cramped hour or two of
sleep we were up early to enjoy the day. The rest of
the day was great, surrounded by trees, slabs of
granite, and fluffy white clouds. Overlooking Yosemite
Valley after a grueling hike to the top of Yosemite Falls,
the beautiful scenery capped by a refreshing breeze
was more than enough to remember why the reward is
worth the work.

That is why Paul writes in Philippians 1:29 that we
“have been given the privilege of serving Christ, not
only by believing in Him, but also by suffering for
Him.”  Sometimes God will tilt our paths steeper than
we’d like in the short term, but only by climbing
upwards will we ever be a more mature follower.
Walking towards the top of the waterfall was hard, but
the reward was great. It wouldn’t have taken much,
just one little slip, to turn around and give up, but if that

were the case, we would have lost the prize. Think of
each trial you face not as a vindictive test from God, but
rather an opportunity to further grasp His love, His power,
and His wisdom and climb higher in your walk with God.
We all know what the finish line holds, and we have been
assured that God will be with us, until the end of the age,
to guide us through. Though the immediate might seem an
unbearable tribulation, if we want to gain, we must endure
pain.

After we were down from the waterfall we were back
searching for a place to spend the night. Again, after
much prayer and searching, we were able to get a permit
to a walk in campground that required a bit of a hike. This
short backpack trip would have been a breeze minus the
fact it was a mile straight down hill, we were all
exhausted, it was almost dark, and the mosquitoes were
avenging all their cousin’s deaths from the last time we
visited Yosemite. Excluding the canoe trips I’ve taken in
Orr, I don’t think I’ve ever sung “So Good to Me” so
many times. Somehow I was restrained from letting the
mosquitoes turn me into a mad man. After an itchy
torment, God answered a little prayer to smite the
mosquitoes by delivering a soft breeze that blew them all
away. With the bugs gone we were able to set up camp
just as the sun went down and enjoyed a full night of
quality sleep. Excluding the minor details, that was our
trip. To me personally, it was a reassuring reminder of
God’s presence here on earth, and His guardianship of our
lives. As always, the time allowed us to grow stronger
bonds and once again we were awestruck by the beauty
of creation.  No matter where we are on the trail, God will
always guide us towards Him.

Our group of hikers at
Yosemite National Park -
Mike Dreelan,
Aaron Burnsides,
Ben Funsten,
Preeti Piplani,
Sean Armstrong,
Nathan Zebrowski,
Abby Hulog,
Joy Funsten



Church Happenings
April 2003

Satellite Transmission
Dr. Henry Cloud, author of How People Grow, and
John Ortberg, author of Everybody’s Normal Until
You Get to Know Them, conducted a seminar on
Spiritual Growth for Real People via a satellite
transmission at our church on April 5.  Another
presentation took place on April 13 on Why Believe
in the Resurrection?  Hank Hanegraaff, host of
Bible Answer Man, was one of the speakers.

Guest Worship Leader
On April 12, Lorna Goodwin was our guest worship leader.  A gifted piano
teacher, vocal instructor, and worship director, Lorna has been conducting
workshops for our worship team.   From time to time she comes to our
fellowship and shares her talents with us.   Thanks, Lorna!

Lord’s Supper/Resurrection Service
The Lord’s Supper and Foot Washing Service was held Thursday evening on April 17.  Pastor Mel conducted the service
with the assistance of Cliff Higgins, who also led the worship.  On April 19 our church services focused on the resurrec-
tion of Jesus.

Regional Conferences
Two Regional Conferences were held April 3-6 and April 24-27 for church members and ministry leaders.  The theme this
year was Growing Healthy Churches.  Details can be found in our Regional Conference article .

Cheryl Becker, Kathryn
Sherrod, Joanne Burnsides and
Rosa Ball watch the seminar in
the sanctuary.  It also was
shown in the fellowship hall.

Ron Merritt enjoys pizza with his
great granddaughter at the April
seminar.

Lorna Goodwin at the piano

May 2003

Mothers Honored
On May 10, Carol Ackerman gave a Church Life honoring mothers.  Children shared tributes about their mothers.  Moth-
ers and mother figures from our congregation were presented with orchids.  Larry Shamus gave a presentation entitled
“Praise for Mothers.”

Christian Business Leaders
Ms. Linda Peterson, Executive Director of Leads Club Bay Area, was the keynote speaker for the May 15 meeting at
Hobee’s Restaurant in Pruneyard, Campbell.  Her topic was “Faithful Networking,” which covered how networking
can help you find a job, grow your business, or find a ministry that becomes your passion.

April Funsten
“surprises” her
mom, Carol
Ackerman, with
an orchid corsage

Joy Funsten
gets a
corsage from
sons, Adam &
Ben



Doug Hall Speaks on Missions
On May 24 Doug Hall gave a Church Life presentation about a yearly mission to Russia to
work with youth.  It was accompanied by a video presentation of the area and children they
ministered to last year.  Many from the mission team who went last year were at church
services and some spoke of their experiences.  You can read more about it in Doug’s article in
this edition of a Light in the Valley.

Guest Speaker
Our guest speaker for May 31 was Pastor Jim Roberts from the San Francisco/San Leandro
congregation. He and his wife, Hazel, came for church services and stayed for our social
afterwards. Pastor Jim shared an enlightening sermon with us about looking through grace
colored glasses.  Thanks Jim and Hazel for visiting our area!

Quarterly Social
May 31 was the date for our quarterly social.  Our theme was red, white,
and blue as we dined on fried chicken, macaroni and cheese, tossed salad,
three bean salad, potato salad, fresh fruits, and pie.  Afterwards we held
an auction conducted by Brad Mann to raise funds to sponsor youth to
attend Christian Summer Camps. Over $1,000 was raised!  The rest of
the evening was spent playing games, line dancing, and karaoke provided
by Calvin Emata.  Our thanks goes to all those who helped with decora-
tions and those who prepared and served the food.  A great time was had
by all!

Auctioneer, Brad Mann, wants to get the
best price for this blender

 Bob & Mona Holloway are happy with
the beautiful pansy picture they bought

Auctioneer Assistant, Luanna Leisure,
gives Bill & Joy Funsten the casserole
dish they were high bidders on

 Tricia Hertzog, Robert & Helen
Ramos, Chester Harris and Luanna
Leisure enjoying lunch  Myrna Paulino sold beautiful

orchids to raise money for our
youth

Pierre Muino and Alicia
Carrillo looking at the
“On Your Honor” table

 Karaoke DJ,
Calvin Emata

Nina Searcy, Margaret Mitchell, Luella
Rousseau, and Nita Worsham waiting for
lunch to be served

Church Happenings (continued)

Pastor Jim

Doug Hall



Congratulations to Preeti
Preeti Piplani has been chosen to serve as a page in our nation’s capitol, Washington, DC.  She will be there most of July.
We will look forward to her giving a Church Life presentation when she returns and writing an article about her experi-
ences for our next issue of a Light in the Valley.  This is a wonderful opportunity for a wonderful example of Christianity!
Congratulations, Preeti!

Viveca Brooks Visits
On June 14, Viveca Brooks spoke to our congregation, thanking everyone for their support
during her husband’s long bout with diabetes and recent death. She reminded us that it was
13 years ago, while she and Robert were attending the San Jose church, that she donated a
kidney to him. The doctors said it would prolong his life about 9 more years but God allowed
him to live 13. She and Robert moved to Talent, OR a few years ago and although she loves
everyone in San Jose, she plans to remain in Oregon.  Look for the article about Robert in
our newsletter to find out more. Thanks for sharing with us, Viveca! We will keep you in our
prayers!

Fathers Honored
On June 14, our fathers were the center
of attention with a special reading and
PowerPoint presentation given by Aletha
Mann. They were also honored at our
fellowship hour with some sweet treats!
Happy Father’s Day!

Grab Bag Social
A grab bag social is planned for Saturday, June 28.  This is a time when people sign up to be either a host or guest and you
don’t know whom you’ll be dining with.  Surprise!  It’s a great way to get to know others.

Sacred Romance Retreat
On June 14 and 15, twelve people gathered at a retreat on the beach at Monterey Bay
Academy to celebrate the completion of the Sacred Romance Bible Study Class and to
launch the new Bible Study Class entitled Shattered Dreams. Joanne Burnsides gave a
presentation on Being Yourself and the group participated in making plaster of paris facial
masks to illustrate the masks we hide behind in life. There was plenty of food and fellow-
ship. Everyone was glad they came.

Pentecost
It was a family affair on June 7 as Joanne
Burnsides, accompanied by her son, Nathan, led
worship services focusing on Pentecost, the birth of
the Church, and the Holy Spirit.   Daughter, Kristen,
gave the offertory message entitled, “All You Ever
Need.”

June 2003

Kristen Burnsides    Nathan Burnsides at the piano, accompanied by
Nathan Zebrowski on the drums.

Cleveland Vivian and Mike Ferranti
enjoying their banana splits

Viveca Brooks talks to us
with good friend, Debbie

Kinslow, at her side

Betty Shamus makes sure Larry eats
his fruit tart

Church Happenings (continued)

Jim Marshall’having his mask
made by Joanne Burnsides



Christian Business
Leaders
By Michael and Aimee
McNally

Book Reviews
A Woman’s Guide to
Servant Leadership: A
Biblical Study for Becoming a
Christ-like Leader by Rhonda Kelley,
Ph.D.  (2002, New Hope Publishers)
Review by Aimee McNally

This is a twelve lesson study, with a
group teaching guide, and an excellent
bibliography making it ideal for
individual or group study.  It covers a
leader’s: work, calling, vision, lifestyle,
power, style, limitations, challenges,
team, journey, praise and legacy.

The lessons take about one hour to
complete. Each lesson is interactive
and encourages examination of
scripture about leadership.  Each
lesson uses 10 to 15 scriptures and
asks 4 to 7 questions.
The author provides a unique
perspective of feminine leadership by
discussing female leaders of the Bible.
The other half of the study cites
examples of male leaders from the
Bible.  The study is enlivened with her
citing of contemporary leaders and
sharing personal illustrations.  The
study is perfect for women whom God
has gifted for leadership and given
positions of responsibility at home,
church, work, school, or community.
The new knowledge I gained was:
attributes of a Godly leader (Ex.
18:19-23 and I Tim 3:8-13), how to ask
God to help me never abuse my power
as a parent, understanding of my
spiritual and personal leadership
limitations, and how to sincerely seek
the praise of God (Neh. 5:19, 13:14-
31).
Zig: The Autobiography of Zig
Ziglar (2002, Doubleday) Review by
Aimee McNally

Zig Ziglar is a well-known motivational
speaker and author of twenty books
on personal growth, leadership, sales,

faith, family and success.  His most
well known book is See You at the
Top, which after twenty-five years on
the market still sells thirty to fifty
thousand copies a year.

Part I of the book describes his
childhood, which portrays a vivid
depiction of what life was like in a
rural Southern town seventy-five
years ago.  His mother was a devout
Christian and pillar of strength to her
family and community.  She taught
strong moral values to her twelve
children.  Those moral values shaped
Zig into an honest and hard-working
man.
Part II is about his early adult years.
He developed into a gifted salesman.
He used every opportunity to earn a
buck, and one dollar was a lot back
then. He made financial mistakes and
lacked meaningful direction or purpose
in his life, beyond survival.  God was
not a part of his life during his early
adult years. In retrospect, he believes
God and His angels protected him
from dangers and helped him through
trials.
Part III is the best part of the book.
He discovered public speaking as his
forte.  At age 45, he committed his life
to the Lord and found meaning in life.
The rest of the book is full of inspiring,
miraculous stories that bring tears of
sadness and smiles of joy.
Leadership Bible (1998, Zondervan)
Review by Michael McNally
Open the pages of the Leadership
Bible and you will find a New
International Version (NIV) Bible

interleaved throughout with essays on
leadership principles and practice. The
Leadership Bible strives to equip the
reader with both the skills and the
concepts necessary to succeed on
God’s terms.

The Leadership Bible presents 52 one-
week studies each upon a unified
theme. The themes lie within three
categories: Practical Skills (conflict
management and systems thinking),
Personal Qualities (courage, humility
and vision), and Relation Concerns
(alliances, power and influence).
Each week’s five day pattern visits the
week’s theme systematically from
different angles: 1) Issue Introduction,
2) Who God Is, 3) Who I Am, 4) How
it Works, 5) What I Do. The
Leadership Bible grounds its practical
advice in a Christ-centered worldview.

To a business professional unfamiliar
with the Bible, this simple-to-
understand but theologically rich
practical material draws the reader
into God’s timeless wisdom, starting
with themes familiar to any business
professional but leading smoothly into
the Bible’s depths.
To a Christian long familiar with the
Bible, it provides a fresh perspective
and interpretive matrix. The reader
can use it as a reference Bible, but be
warned! The engaging essays may
draw you into surprising territory
where you discover new applications
for your daily life.

We recommend the Leadership Bible
for anyone in a leadership or
management role, or searching for a
Christian alternative to purely secular
self-improvement literature.



Annual Spring Dinner
 By Claudia Wikstrom

On Saturday evening, April 19th,
members, family, and friends of
the Monterey Bay congregation
gathered for fellowship and fine
food at the Green Valley Grill in
Watsonville.  This Annual Spring
Dinner continues to be a highlight
of our year as we come together in
thanksgiving to celebrate our
continuing commitment to God and
our love for one another.

This year we celebrated with
Mary Webb on the 80th

anniversary of her birth.  As the
poet laureate of our fellowship, she
was honored with a poem written
and read for the occasion by
Josephine Bingham.

Special guests at the dinner
included Pastor Mel, Larry and
Betty Shamus (with camera!!),
Debbie Kinslow, Tanisha Parker
and her newborn son, and Vanessa
d’Ambrosio and her daughter,
Chelsea.  All had a wonderful
time!

Watsonville News
 by Mary Webb

This last quarter’s calendar was full with its ups and
downs.  In the middle of April, Maria Ramirez was
very concerned about her new grandson who was to
be born on April 15th.  Various problems kept the
family on edge for days.  Finally the baby was born April 16th, but
had to stay in the hospital for a number of days.  The baby was
released and has been at home since.  Little Andy is doing much
better, and we pray for his complete recovery.

The Merriners also went through a trying time.  Julie, John’s
daughter, had consented to be the donor of one of her kidneys to her
landlord, Tom.  The operation, which took place in April, was most
successful for Tom, but Julie has been suffering a considerable
amount of pain.  She is doing much better now.

Dillus Belfield and her brother, Levi Ball, had to go to North
Carolina in May to find a place for their 97-year old mother to stay. 
They found a place for the mother but she got sick and had to be
hospitalized.  She is doing better and decided to come out to
California with Dillus and Levi.  Levi lives in San Jose and his adult
children have volunteered to care for their grandmother.  They have
a home large enough to accommodate her.  This is truly an answer
to prayer! 

On May 10th, John Jester gave one of his timely sermons
celebrating Motherhood.  Mr. Dahlgren is continuing to lead us in
the study of “The Sacred Romance.”  Bill Mason uses the Book of
Joshua for his Bible Study.

During May, the Bill Mason family drove to San Diego to celebrate
the graduation of their son, Ben.  He graduated from San Diego
State University.  This was quite an achievement by the whole
family.  Also good news!  Nina Woodard, who drove her trailer to
New Mexico alone, arrived safely.  She will spend a year at the
university to continue her teaching career.

The county is demolishing Alan Bishop’s home in
June.  He has no place to stay, and needs our urgent
prayers at this time. 

On Thursday, April 19th, John Jester gave us a
meaningful discussion on foot washing, which took
place at my home.  On Saturday, April 22nd, we had
our Annual Spring Dinner at the banquet room of the
Green Valley Grill.  36 people attended the delicious
feast and everyone had a great time!

We also celebrated nine April birthdays that evening. 
Since this was my year to celebrate my 80th birthday,
I was surprised by all the jubilation!  We also
celebrated Roger and Priscilla’s first wedding
anniversary.  Larry and Betty Shamus let us know we
were all invited to the 50th Wedding Anniversary
celebration in September.  We’re all looking forward
to that date!

Gary Clark, Al Roberts, Rodger Bauer, Mary Webb, Rick Phariss,
John Merriner, Larry Shamus at the Spring Dinner



Thoughts on Turning Eighty
By Mary Webb – April 2003

Reaching eighty-another milestone in my life,
Has been a story with considerable strife.

We all have many stories to relate.
Some we don’t tell because them we hate.

Some are too strange and unbelievable to tell.
They’re not told, people may think on our heads we fell.

Now to go on with my story
Before my weary head gets too hoary.

There’s a big, big story of which we should be aware,
Moreover, for it we should really care.

It’s God’s story from beginning to the end
From Genesis to Revelation without ever making a bend.

A tiny portion of this story belongs to each of us,
Like a jigsaw puzzle, no part can we toss.

Why, oh why, was I so slow to understand God’s plan
Of bringing out the best in every living man?

Our trials, tests and tribulations were merely fuel
For Him to shape and mold us into a precious jewel.

Because of the patience and grace of God
This hard heart of mine burst open like a pod.

I finally can see things that had been hidden from me
A glorious eternity that from tears and pain is free.

Don’t feel sorry for me, reaching eighty won’t be boring
With lofty thoughts, my hopes and dreams will be soaring.

Mary
By Josephine Bingham

With a character
To rival Ruth,

She stands for dignity.
She stands for truth.

In a dark world
Filled with despair,
She shines her light

For all to share.

Her walk with God
Is clear to see;

She sets an example
For you and me

Always there
To lend an ear,

To open her home
To spread good cheer.

I’m grateful for all
The love she’s shone.

My friend I’m honored
To have known!

Happy Birthday, Mary!

Nancy Roberts, Ann McLaughlin, Mary Webb, Josephine Bingham,
Lynn Phariss, Chris Cepin at the Spring Dinner



Did You Know?
By Anthony Garside

Cracked Teapots, An
Insider Story
True story: A mother
finds her baby choking
just in time to save her and runs to the
car to take her to the emergency
room.  As she backs out of the drive
she runs over and kills her other child
in the driveway.  She
almost immediately decides she cannot
worship a God who allows such things
to happen and turns from God in
disgust.  As Gordon Lightfoot put it in
the famous song The Wreck of the
Edmund Fitzgerald, “Does anyone
know where the love of God
goes....?”  Did you know that the love
of God never leaves us?  As you will
see, it doesn’t go anywhere.

Suffering is not a pretty thing.  It
remains figuratively in a far off ward
or hospital wing that few want to visit
and few, Christian or non-Christian,
know how to explain.  The Christian
often takes on the awkward duty of
apologizing for God permitting this
aspect of our humanity to exist.  Isn’t
He omniscient and omnipotent?  In
Matthew 10 Jesus explains that God
knows when even a sparrow falls to
the ground.  Therefore nothing gets by
Him.  Why? Why?  Why does He
allow horrible suffering even among
the Kingdom of believers?

Ruth Schaeffer in her book, Affliction,
likens the suffering Christian to
cracked teapots.  “Our earthiness
makes evident that the power is
coming from a Source that cannot be
our own bodily and physical
perfection.” (p. 112)  God’s strength is
best exhibited in our weakness.  God
loves to invite people to His tea party
with cracked teapots!!  Those who
are chronically ill have severe
weakness but, when they permit
Christ to live in them, they have

supernatural strength.  Only the
most unwilling will not see God’s
power in suffering Christians.  He
really loves His cracked teapots
with the cracked handles and
chipped and broken spouts, and He’s
really working a powerful work with
suffering Christians everywhere!!

Let’s take a look at the life of three
of our brothers and sisters.  Multiple
sclerosis is a disease that nobody
would choose to endure.  Nobody
knows how to cure it, inoculate
against it, or prevent it from going on
an erratic course of worsening
disabilities.  Sometimes people live
with it for years comparatively
unaffected.  Others live with it for
years with pain, blindness, and
paralysis.  Diet, medicine, vitamins,
and exercises may alleviate the
suffering but none have been proven
to help everyone.  We have in our
midst Karen Johnson, Art Valentine,
and my sweet darling wife, Sandy,
who suffer from such a
disease.  And all three of them
exhibit a faith that not only believes
God can heal instantly, right now, but
also a faith that says, “We will wait
on Him if He does not heal right
now.”  All three suffer or have
suffered severe pain in the feet and
legs.  All three think of others ahead
of themselves.  All three seem to
occupy rooms quite close to the
King’s palace, talking with their
King frequently, in a heartfelt
manner, often with tears of
joy.  They are quite close to God
because He likes to use His cracked
teapots to draw people to Him
through them.

Art Valentine has a machine that
helps him to stand upright for brief
periods (the body is made to stand
rather than to sit) and he prays that
God will help him hoist himself up to
relieve the discomfort of constantly
lying or sitting.  Karen Johnson
always manages, even with her

recent pneumonia, to exude happiness
and love for others.  My lovely wife
Sandy is well known for being able to
strike up a conversation with others
who are suffering and those who are
not, giving them her reason for living in
hope and happiness in spite of her
affliction.  

Is God unkind in letting these brothers
and sisters go through all of this “just
for the Gospel?”  Absolutely not!! His
love is right there with them.  God’s
work in the lives of suffering
Christians is magnificent to behold.  It
has an impact for eternity.  Each day
of our lives we must all ask God to
show us how to make a difference
that lasts a hundred years.  Those who
suffer can do it without even getting
out of bed. 



Mission to Siberia
By Doug Hall

Throughout the month of June a unique mission project sponsored in
part by the San Jose and Watsonville/Salinas congregations will be
underway in a region of northeastern Siberia known as Chukotka
(Choo – coat – ka ).  The project, a joint venture with a small Russian
based organization known as Good Samaritan, is focused on bringing
and sharing the gospel with the native Chukchi Inuit people who
inhabit the region.

The Chukotka region of Siberia is the land area that lies directly across
the Bering Straight from Alaska.  It is a difficult region to live in,
consisting mostly of Tundra and being subjected to Arctic and sub-
arctic conditions.  The people suffer from very high rates of
alcoholism and live in what would be considered by American
standards as abject poverty, having very little in the way of industry
to fuel the local economy.

The Chukchi people are a largely unreached people group, having
almost no exposure to Christianity.  The native belief systems are all
animistic, and the previous era of Soviet domination kept any
missionary opportunities almost nonexistent.  Recently however,
opportunities have become available and after three years of small
scale, almost individual efforts, the region is beginning to show a
response.  Small house churches have begun to crop up.  The region
had its first Christian wedding ever just last summer. The previously
cold and closed people are beginning to welcome missionaries and
their projects.

This year, John Zaprzala, a member of our Pasadena congregation will
be traveling to the region with his Good Samaritan counterparts.  The
work this summer will focus mostly on working in and through
children’s camps, utilizing games, Sunday school programs, and
musical programs to connect with the people of the towns they will be
working in.  Another goal of this summer’s project is to follow up and
strengthen ties with those small groups that already exist, by
conducting worship services, prayer meetings, and Bible studies.
Many Russian language Bibles and Bible study materials will also be
distributed.

My wife Yuliya and I have been involved with this year’s project by
way of assisting in organizing, promoting, and funding the effort.  It is
our hope to further
organize this project and
see it become a regular
and annual event.  For
any information on or
about this project, or for
information on how you
can help, feel free to
contact me, Douglas Hall,
by either phone (408-243-
9086) or by e-mail
(e6@earthlink.net).   Your
prayers for this mission
are deeply appreciated.

“Gift of Tongues”
Comes to San
Leandro!
By Jim Roberts

I have taken on the challenge of
ministering to a congregation that
speaks and understands very little
English.  And I speak and understand very little
Spanish!  I’m thankful that God has given us the “gift
of tongues” in a special way.  He has provided Spanish-
speaking members to bridge the communication gap.

Late last year I learned of the 30 or so Hispanic
Churches of the Evangelical Church of God that left
Church of God Seventh Day several years ago.  They
commenced a journey similar to Worldwide Church of
God’s (WCG) in 1995.  Their District Superintendent,
Lorenzo Arroyo, was in correspondence with WCG
leaders for several years.  He was hired fulltime by
WCG in 2002.  It so happens that he resides in Antioch
and has a church without a pastor in San Leandro (SL)!

In December, I volunteered to come along side and help
in any way I could.  By March 1, several members paid
their first visit to the San Leandro Hispanic (SLH)
church.  I made my first attempt at a sermon with “on
the fly” translation.

God had prepared for this.  He foresaw that I had given
speaking opportunities to two bilinguals, Francisco
Garcia and Pepo Lehmann.   For that first visit, Hazel
translated my sermon document with an online
translation program.  Then Hispanic brethren in San
Francisco (SF) helped make it conversational.  The Holy
Spirit did the rest—we had our “gift of tongues!”

Since then I have given lectionaries to Francisco and
Pepo.  They and their wives help translate and they
each give sermons at SLH.  They also translate for me.
We fill in when Lorenzo has to be on the road serving
the other congregations in three countries.

We have had two combined services of SF, SL and SLH.
They are entirely translated.  The latest was on
Pentecost weekend when we were able to celebrate
God’s gift.  SLH brethren lead some songs in Spanish.
They give touching testimonies of appreciation for our
support.  We have potluck meals and our bilingual
brethren help us communicate in fellowship.

God is doing a wonderful work to help these brethren
feel like they have an extended family.  Please pray for
them.  They have lost members and relatives due to the
changes they’ve been through just as we have.  They
have struggled to grasp what God is doing among them.
Yet in March, all seven California churches voted to
join our denomination!  Praise the Lord!

Our friends from the Russian Mission



By Mel Dahlgren

 Love in the Name of Christ (Love INC) helps us to help
others.  Over 30 churches in our neighborhood work together
to assist the needy with the resources each church can
supply.  Our latest focus is to network all churches for
employment opportunities to help those caught in the 10%
unemployment crisis we face in Silicon Valley.  Myrna
Paulino hosts an unemployed support group following Christ’s
instructions to ask, seek, and knock.  As in all our actions,
prayer (asking) is the leading effort.  And Christ is our
power Source to accomplish the job, hence Love in the
Name of Christ.

If you need prayer, employment, or you are overwhelmed
with a dilemma needing a solution, then call Joanne Moses,
our Love Inc. coordinator or see her at church.  Or you can
call the Love Inc. main office at 408-379-9224 for more
comprehensive help than we might be able to provide through
our own congregation.

And as you see in the picture, Joanne is collecting survey
forms where we all can use our talents to help others.  Christ
said, “My command is this: that you love one another.”  Also
Paul said in Galatians 6:2, “Bear ye one another’s burdens
and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  Love INC works because
we work, just like Jesus said, “My Father works, and I
work.”  If you have not yet joined the Love INC team, then
pick up a survey form in the lobby, fill it out and drop it in the
donation box at church or give it to Joanne personally.  You
won’t find a more delightful person to work with than Joanne,
other than Jesus Christ, who loves to see us on His team.

Pearl Watterton visits Joanne’s Love INC table

Jeanne Schlick and Rose Deterding discuss the
Love INC surveys with Joanne

LOVE INC - The Helping Hand of the Church

The Sneeze
Submitted by Bonnie Ferranti

They walked in tandem, each of the ninety-three
students filing into the already crowded auditorium.
With rich maroon gowns flowing and the traditional
caps, they looked almost as grown up as they felt.
Dads swallowed hard behind broad smiles, and
moms freely brushed away tears. This class would
not pray during the commencements, not by choice
but because of a recent court ruling prohibiting it.
The principal and several students were careful to
stay within the guidelines allowed by the ruling.
They gave inspirational and challenging speeches,
but no one mentioned divine guidance and no one
asked for blessings on the graduates or their
families.

The speeches were nice, but they were routine, until
the final speech, which received a standing ovation.
A solitary student walked proudly to the microphone.
He stood still and silent for just a moment, and then
he delivered his speech. An astounding - SNEEZE!

The rest of the students rose immediately to their
feet, and in unison they said, “GOD BLESS YOU.”

The audience exploded into applause. The graduating
class found a unique way to invoke God’s blessing on
their future with or without the court’s approval.



Reflections of My Friend Loma
By Nita Worsham

Loma and I became fast friends shortly after I met her at a
Bible study about two years ago.  Soon I found out she wanted
a little dog to keep her company so we drove all over the
place, in town and out of town, to find the perfect companion.
He was a fluffy haired Pomeranian she named Chris.  He kept
her company each and every day and she loved him very
much.
I invited her to attend our church and Bible studies.  Not only
did she come to church with me but also we would study our
Bibles over the telephone. We also went to Senior Net and
took computer classes together.  For entertainment we went to
movies when a good one was playing.  Sometimes we would
hear about a good movie and rent it, but they always seemed
to be “stinkers!”  We didn’t have much luck renting movies.
She became a part of my family, spending special holidays and
dinners with us. Loma Larrivee was a wonderful friend.  I will
always treasure our time together.  She always had a big smile
for everyone.  She simply radiated love and she was a blessing
to all who knew her.  I will miss her until I see her again.
Amen!

Robert W. Brooks, Jr.
(Excerpts from Robert’s Obituary and reflections)
Submitted by Debbie Kinslow

Robert was born on July 27, 1941 in Gary, IN.  He was a 1959 graduate of Roosevelt High School.  After attending
Indiana University Northwest, he became a journeyman machinist with US steel where was employed for 12 years. 
Robert had two daughters by a previous marriage before moving to San Jose, CA.  There he met, fell in love with, and
married Viveca Shivers in 1981.  

Robert was employed as a journeyman plumber for Intern International and had an active role in the building of the San
Jose Arena.  He was baptized and became an active member of the Worldwide Church of God.  In 1999 he and Viveca
relocated to Talent, OR where he resided until the Lord called him home on May 19, 2003.  His memorial services were
held on May 27, 2003 in Gary, IN.

Robert will be lovingly remembered by his devoted wife,
Viveca, family members, and a host of relatives and
friends.  Robert was a mainstay of our church fellowship
for many years.  Robert is remembered fondly for his
courage in his battle with diabetes.  Being a double
amputee did not slow him down as he faithfully attended
church helping liven up worship services with the shake
of his tambourine and the sermon with an occasional
“Amen!”  His example of faith, good humor, and love
of God has left an imprint on our congregation that
will not soon be forgotten.

2 sweet

2 be___
4 gotten

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His Saints...”
                                                                                                                                                           Psalm 116:15

Robert and Viveca Brooks

Loma Larrivee



“My Yoke Is Easy...”
by Mike Ferranti

In Matt. 11:30, Jesus says His yoke is easy and
His burden is light.  Years ago, I was under heavy
stress and burdens.  It was depressing.  When I read the above
words, I turned to Jesus and did what our ministers have told us
many times in the past.  I prayed to Jesus.  I explained what my
problems were and I told Him that I was placing them before
His feet.  I told Him that I needed His help and I wanted Him to
take care of these problems.  When I finished my prayer, I felt
better because:

I no longer felt that I had to deal with the problems I left at
His feet.

I felt relieved that the burden/yoke became easy.  It was
easier for me to relax and I could breathe easier now that I
no longer tried to fix those problems.

The day before me seemed sunny and bright because a dark
cloud was removed from over my head.

I felt the stress within me relax and leave, just like when you
ring out a rag to get out the water.  That is how I felt inside
of me and now it was gone.

Sometimes Jesus would come up with solutions to tackle the
problems I gave Him and sometimes He took care of the
problems Himself.

Sadly, I was amazed and astonished at what Jesus did for me,
sad because of my little faith.  I remember one time when Jesus
took care of a problem so quickly that it took time to sink in of
exactly what He had done for me.

When Jesus takes care of your problems, it is complete and
requires no action on your part.  Sometimes we need patience
and prayer to wait for Him to act or give us the solution to rid
ourselves of our problem(s).  When I’m burdened, I pray every
time I think of it during the day, either working, driving or
whatever.  Constant prayer reminds Jesus that we love Him and
we want His help.  It reminds us that we are helpless without
God.

We humans make life difficult for ourselves.  I know that most
of my problems usually come because of my lack of faith and
my lack of trust in Jesus to perform what He has promised us,
namely to turn to Jesus and let Him give us rest for our souls.

“Jesus, I thank you for helping me all of
the days of my life, especially when I did
not know you.  And I thank you for
revealing yourself to me and not only
giving me hope, but eternal life.  What a
blessing it is to know our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ!  AMEN!”

32 Ways to Reduce Stress

1. Pray!
2. Go to bed on time.
3. Get up on time so you can start the day

unrushed.
4. Say, “No,” to projects that won’t fit into your

time schedule, or that will compromise your
mental health.

5. Delegate tasks to capable others.
6. Simplify and unclutter your life.  Get organized.
7. Allow extra time to do things and to get to

places.
8. Pace yourself. Spread out big changes and

difficult projects over time and don’t lump the
hard things all together.

9. Take one day at a time.
10. Separate worries from concerns.
11. Live within your budget.
12. Have backups.
13. K.M.S. (Keep Mouth Shut). Talk less, listen

more.
14. Do something for the “kid” in you everyday.
15. Carry a Bible with you to read while waiting in

line.
16. Get enough exercise.
17. Eat right.
18. Write thoughts and inspirations down.
19. Find time to be alone.
20. Having problems? Talk to God on the spot.
21. Make friends with Godly people.
22. Keep a folder of favorite scriptures on hand.
23. Remember that the shortest bridge between

despair and hope is often a good “Thank you,
Jesus!”

24. Laugh! Laugh some more!
25. Take your work seriously, but not yourself.
26. Develop a forgiving attitude (most people are

doing the best they can).
27. Be kind to unkind people (they probably need it

the most).
28. Sit on your ego.
29. Slow down.
30. Remind yourself that you are not the general

manager of the universe.
31. Every night before bed, think of one thing

you’re grateful for that you’ve never been
grateful for before.

32. Pray some more!

?

?

?
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Willow Glen Pastor’s Fellowship Meeting
By Luanna Leisure

On June 4, 2003 our church hosted a meeting for the Willow Glen
Pastor’s Fellowship.  Pastor Mel Dahlgren has been a member of this
Fellowship for several years.  This is a group of pastors from about 40
different churches of different denominations from the South Bay Area.
The Fellowship was established over ten years ago. Their purpose is to
encourage each other, fellowship, and to have a joint worship service
once a year on Good Friday. The Fellowship meets monthly for lunch,
which is hosted by one of the pastors.

Pastor Mel was the host for the June 4th meeting and meal, which was
held in our fellowship hall and served by Luanna Leisure and Betty
Shamus.  At this meeting the pastors shared what was going on in their
churches, invited one another to participate in community projects, and
lifted each other up in encouragement and prayer. Joanne Burnsides was
a guest speaker and presented information about her counseling service.

Pastor Mel at the Willow Glen Pastor’s Fellowship
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