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Matt 5:14-16  “Ye are the light of the world...Let your light so shine!”
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It’s hard to believe that summer is
gone and autumn is here.  Things
always seem to settle down a bit in
autumn.  The kids go back to school
and it’s easier to fall into a routine.
I like routines.  Get up at a certain
time.  Be here or there at a certain
time.  Come home at a certain time.
Eat at a certain time.  Go to bed at
a certain time.  I like order, routine,
organization.  I like crossing things
off my “to do” list.  In fact I like it
so much that even if I’ve done
something and it’s not on my list, I’ll
put it on my list just so I can have
the joy of crossing it off.  But when
I become obsessed with getting
here and there, and doing this and
that, I sometimes miss looking at
the sunset, reading that book,
playing with a child, seeing the
humor in a situation, visiting with a
hurting friend, smelling the flowers
in my front yard, listening to a song,
or in general not appreciating all the
things God puts in my path to let me
know that life is worth the living.
Every once in a while I try to pray
a prayer just thanking God for all
the things I so appreciate and I
don’t ask Him for one thing…not
one - single - thing.  It’s something
to think about with Thanksgiving
Day fast approaching.

I do thank God for each and every
one of you.   I hope you will make
reading a Light in the Valley part of
your routine.  And I hope you enjoy
reading it as much as we enjoy
putting it together for you.

God bless!
Barbara Dahlgren

“I Love You My
Brother”
Did you know that our
brothers and sisters were deliberately
put here by God to be our comfort on
the journey of life?

If you have seen the movie or read
the book “The Lord of the Rings” by
J.R.R. Tolkien, you may have noticed
that Tolkien illustrates how vital our
friends are to us.  Just as Frodo slips
his boat out on the river to attempt
his perilous quest alone, Frodo’s
friend Sam runs into the river and
practically drowns so that he can
accompany him on the journey.  For
those not familiar with the story,
Frodo’s quest is to destroy the magic
ring, which has the power to corrupt
anyone who takes it to himself.
Frodo was determined to serve all
creatures, even at the cost of his life,
to banish this evil from Middle Earth
and Sam was determined to stay
with his friend, even at the cost of his
life.  One of Tolkien’s central themes
is friendship and self-sacrifice.

 “We do not know whether Frodo
would have completed his mission
and returned to the Shire had it not
been for the faithful companionship
of Sam Gamgee.  What we do know
is that his burden would have been
much harder to bear.” (Finding God
in the “Lord of the Rings” by Kurt
Bruner & Jim Ware)*

Unfortunately, too often we do not
fully recognize what a priceless gift
of God companionship is.  Too often
we remember this gift more when
friends are gone.  Warren Hill’s
words “I love you, my brother” will

characterize him probably for
eternity.  Warren was not
wealthy in monetary terms but
the wealth he gave away by his
warm, affectionate smiles and real
loving interest in each of us was of
inestimable value.

The brothers and sisters God gives
us are by His design and His plan—
“From Him (Jesus Christ) the whole
body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows
and builds itself up in love, as each
part does its work.” (Ephesians
4:16)  Yes, these brothers and sisters
He gives us are each important—
important in doing His work and
simply by existing alongside us!

Yes, and our brothers and sisters
were deliberately put here by God to
be our comfort on the journey of
life!  Our friends walk right
alongside us as we walk, sometimes
shuffle, sometimes totter, and
sometimes stagger down the long
and winding road.  We all need each
other on this treacherous journey as
pilgrims on the earth.  Let’s draw
closer to each other in gratitude to
God for whom He has given us now
and in our recent history.  I can see
Warren smiling because that’s what
he strove for!
*(For those who would like to
know more about why the ‘Rings
Trilogy’ has a recipe for such
enraptured interest you may want
to read “Finding God in the ‘Lord
of the Rings’” by Kurt Bruner and
Jim Ware.  Tolkien was a devout
evangelical Christian and
although not purposing to preach
the Gospel through his epic
adventure—he leaves us a lot to
meditate on.)

Did You Know?
By Anthony Garside

From the Editor’s Desk….



Personal from the Pastor
By Mel Dahlgren

A Tribute to My Brother, Warren
Losing a very dear friend and fellow
elder in an unexpected heart attack has
been overwhelming.  Warren and I
regularly spent every Wednesday together visiting,
counseling, praying and we became very dear
friends.  Everyone who knows Warren will always
remember his legacy of LOVE.  Warren couldn’t
contain the love he felt for us. It was like an
overflowing river that couldn’t be contained.  He
rarely missed an opportunity to say, “I love you, my
brother” followed by a big bear hug.  

A few years ago, Warren took a giant step of faith
when he abandoned his hi-tech job as an engineer
and became a minimum wage earner stacking
boxes at Office Depot.  It was a drastic step he felt
he needed to make to bail out of the Silicon Valley
circus and redirect his priorities.  Although he lived
in San Jose, he set up camp in the Watsonville
Church and set his ’65 metallic green Mustang on
weekly autopilot for his new church home.
Why?
Warren had a passion for God that filled him to
overflowing.  He gave up the god of mammon for
the God of mankind.  It reminds me of what Jesus
told the rich man.  Go sell all you have and come
follow me.   Warren said “phooey” to the rat race
and jumped in the trenches.  And he gave it his all.
I overheard another elder say, “Warren ran the last
lap of his race with all his might.”  Thank you,
Warren, for your powerful example of faith and
zeal for God.  I can still hear him saying, “WHAT a
JOY it is to know Jesus!”  What a Joy!!!   He
devoted his final years of life to serving LOVE to
God’s people.  God is LOVE.  And God filled
Warren with His love and he shared that LOVE
with everyone, everywhere.
Then comes the curious question.  Why did God let
Warren die?  I don’t know that answer.  But I do
know that hundreds of people are asking some very
important questions as a result of Warren’s death. 
I, for one, will never be the same.  Warren’s death
has marked a milestone for me that God is already
using to strengthen my life in a critical area that has
been my weakest for the last 5 years.  For me, the
memory of Warren’s death will be a monument and
constant reminder of the grace of God.  And I offer
this tribute to him for letting God use him to leave
an impact upon me that I will never forget.

Our Beloved Warren
By Mary Webb

What a daunting job to write about Warren!
As a young man I picture him to come “a-roarin’”
Down the street with his sparkling, spotless green Mustang,
Letting everyone know who’s important in his gang.

But Warren has changed since those glory days.
Now he uses the love of his Mustang in better ways.
His hallmark has become his love for all
Whether one is black or white, short or tall.

Lessons in life he learned the hard way.
A blessing from God making delight of each day.
In Warren, God has given us a great gift
So he could teach us how our souls to sift.

We are so fortunate that in this very liberal age
We have someone who teaches only what’s on God’s page.
His goal is not to entertain goals but feed the sheep
And we pray as a result a great harvest he’ll reap.

Thanks again, Warren, for teaching
Us to serve and love,
To focus on worthwhile things
That come only from God above.

Farewell to a Dear Friend – Warren Hill
(On September 29, Warren Hill, lay pastor
for the Watsonville church, unexpectedly
passed away.  His Memorial Service was
held in Watsonville on Saturday, October
5. This page is a tribute to a dear friend.)

Tribute to Warren Hill!



Thanks for the Present, Father
By Karen Johnson
(about Warren Hill)

Anytime he paid a visit;
Anytime he sent a card
He just made it all so easy,
Like (for him) it wasn’t hard
Maybe Florida could share him;
California needed love.
So we got a loving present
From our Father up above.

Thanks for the present, Father!

Tribute to Warren Hill! (continued)

I’m Free

(Excerpts from a poem read by
Priscilla Bauer at Warren’s
Memorial Service)
Don’t grieve for me for now I’m free
I’m following the path God laid for me
I took His hand when I heard Him call,
I turned my back and left it all.
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now. He set me free!

Miss Me But Let Me Go

(Excerpts of a poem shared by Dillus Belfield at
Warren’s Memorial Service)

When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me
I want not rites in a gloom filled room
Why cry for a soul set free?
Miss me a little – but not too long
And not with your head bowed low
Remember the love that we once shared.
Miss Me – But Let Me Go
For this is a journey that we must all take
And each must go alone.
It’s all a part of the Master’s plan
A step on the road to home.

Quotes

“Goodbye, my little brother.”  Rose Deterding

“He was a good father.”  Jeanne, his daughter

“People don’t care how much you know until they
know how much you care.  Warren cared.”
Pastor Mel Dahlgren

“Warren loved to walk and talk with God.  I just
picture God and Warren walking and talking
together when they look up and God says, ‘Hey,
we’re closer to my house than yours.  Why don’t
you just come on in and stay awhile?’  And Warren
did.”  Al Roberts

“This wonderful man was very special to me,
always a good friend.  He loved his church and his
ministry.”  Norma Hill, ex-wife and friend

“When God is ready to take me, I will be ready to
go!”  Warren Hill

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of
His saints.”  Psalms 116:15

 Warren’s Legacy

Sense of Humor
Man of God

Humble
Joyous
Servant

Cheesecake
Bear Hugs
Lay Pastor
Mustang

Lots of Love

Rose Deterding speaks at Warren’s memorial service



If I Were God
Let’s be perfectly honest.  Sometimes it’s hard to
understand God.  He just doesn’t make the
decisions we would make if we were God.  For example, if I
were God, I definitely would not give rain to the mean, hateful
farmers.  Only good and fair farmers would get my rain.  But
the scripture says that God rains on the just and the unjust.
(Matthew 5:45)
If I were God, only the bad people would die.  Good people
would live long, happy lives.  But the scripture says that
sometimes God takes the righteous so they will escape the
perils to come. (Isaiah 57:1)
If I were God, I would always let everyone know exactly what
lies ahead.  There would be no question about what I had in
mind.  It would all be cut and dried, and easy to understand.
But scripture says that God has us see through a glass darkly.
(1 Corinthians 13:12)
If I were God, there would be no suffering in this world.  But
God says this is not His world; it’s Satan’s world.  Therefore,
God doesn’t always intervene.  So bad things happen that we
can’t understand. (2 Corinthians 4:4)
If I were God, Christians would not have trials.  After all, they
are trying to obey God and do what is right.  But God says that
those who follow Him will have trials. (2 Timothy 3:12)
Fortunately for the world, I’m not God.  God has a distinct
advantage over me. He knows everything and I don’t.  For me
to judge the decisions God makes for my life or in the lives of
others is folly because only God knows when we should get
rain and when we shouldn’t.  Only He knows when we should
live and when we should die. Only He knows when it would be
in our best interest to have certain understanding and when we
it wouldn’t.  Only He knows which trials will produce the best
results in our lives and which ones won’t.  Only He knows
how to work in us so He is glorified.   You see, it’s not about
us; it’s about Him!
That’s why we shouldn’t try to second-guess God by thinking
someone else’s trial is easier than ours.  We might think, “Why
should they get the easy trial and I get the hard one?” or “Why
should they be blessed more than me?”  But things aren’t
always as they seem.  We don’t really know what other people
are going through.  The other man’s grass may only look
greener because it needs to be mowed.
If I were God, I would have each of us running the same race.
But scripture seems to indicate that each of us has a specific
course to run tailor made for us.  Our trials are for us, not for
someone else. (Hebrews 12:1)  That’s just one more reason
why God is God and I’m not.  I try to keep that in mind when
it’s raining or when I don’t seem to understand a decision God
makes.

Personal from the Pastor’s Wife
By Barbara Dahlgren

Belated Winner!

By Mike Ferranti

Bonnie Ferranti has been the Editor of
the Loma Prieta Classified News
(LPCN) for approximately three years.
In March 2001, she submitted the
LPCN into the California School
employees Association’s (CSEA)
Golden Pen Competition under Class E
(less than 199 members).  A total of 57
entries in all classes were submitted.
In June 2001, she received a certificate
of participation and a pin.

In July, 2002, Bonnie received a letter
from the Chair of the Public Relations
Committee (this committee judges the
competition entries) stating, “after a
careful review of the Golden Pen
Policy by both the CSEA State Board
of Directors and the members of this
year’s Public Relations Committee, it
has become clear that changes needed
to be made to the awards given for last
year’s competition. Therefore, I am
pleased to inform you that your chapter
has been awarded 3rd Place (Class E)
in the Golden Pen Competition for the
year 2001.  I regret the delay and any
confusion, and rest assured that policy
and practice were rectified for the
2002 competition.  Belated congratula-
tions on your chapter’s fine achieve-
ment.”

Bonnie received a 3rd Place certificate.
Congratulations, Bonnie!



New Brighton Annual Church Picnic
August 25, 2002

Al Roberts & Chris Cepin
Mark Ackerman &
friend, Leah Roadman

Fran Tabladillo , Elise Wilhoyt &
Betty Shamus

Dillus Belfield

Bonnie Ferranti

Al & Nancy Roberts

Nancy Roberts, Lynn & Rick PharissBonnie & Mike Ferranti
and Betty Shamus

Jean Pindroh, Frances Tovar, John Jester, Mike
Ferranti, Inez Haro & Dillus Belfield

Mary Harris

A game of Dominos
photos by Betty Shamus
and Chris Cepin



The Mt. Madonna Tradition Lives On
By Mike Ferranti

When I came to the San Jose Church in the early 70s, we went to
Big Basin State Park for a church campout.  We were all together
in a group site.  I remember walking around greeting people in
their sites, everyone having different equipment, utensils, and other
items that make a campout special.  I remember our church
camping at UVAS several times until one of the members
mentioned that another good place to camp was at Mt. Madonna
County Park in the Santa Cruz Mountains.  We started camping at
Valley View #2, Mt. Madonna.  After a year or so we outgrew
that site and moved to Valley View #3 which had several more
sites.  Back in those days, a large number of people camped.  And
so a church tradition was formed and has continued for many
years!

Last year, we had to evacuate Mt. Madonna completely due to
diseased trees that might have fallen unexpectedly.  After all those
years of camping there, we suddenly were told to leave and don’t
come back until the park and the county gave their O.K. to return.
We spent the last campout at UVAS that year, a disappointment
after many years at our beloved Mt. Madonna.
Finally we were given the word that it was safe to return to and
camp at Mt. Madonna.  There was much rejoicing at the
campsite.  It was like going home!  The trees, the roads, and the
familiar sites had all been memorized by most of us.  Over the
years we’ve even named some of the sites.  For example, site #11
is the Shamus site and site # 10 is where Linda Smith usually
camps.  It was comforting to be back at our favorite campground,
Mt. Madonna.

All those fond memories of heat and many bugs flying around
returned.  We even prayed for a breeze of cool air to remove
those pesky bugs and then it happened the next day. It started
cooling down and with a breeze, the bugs left because they only
like warm, still air.  The cool air from the ocean was a welcome
relief.  God is good!  It cooled down so much we lit a fire in the
fire pit to warm up by.  Thanks to Joanne Burnsides, we even
toasted marshmallows and made s’mores.
When we camp, we play games, sit around and talk and talk and
talk.  We also have snacks and more snacks.  We had a Bible
study conducted by Larry Shamus about “Wisdom and Worship
for Living,” the same study used by Cleveland Vivian and John
Jester for our before and after church studies.
Camping at Mt. Madonna is more than just a physical blessing.
There are spiritual benefits too!  It’s a welcome relief for those of
us who live in the rat race.  We look up at the blue sky, see the
green branches of the Redwoods, and thank God for all of the
blessings He gives us. The peace and serenity is a medicine
enjoyed by all.  This year, all the campers had an enjoyable time.
The Mt. Madonna tradition lives on!

Sing-A-Long with Kyle Smith & Mike Shamus
playing guitar

Saturday afternoon Bible study

Campers, Aletha & Brad Mann

Robert & Vivica Brooks
visiting  from Oregon



Church Happenings

Isaiah Blessed
Melisa Finley’s grandson, Isaiah Conner Finley-Hunte-Walls, was blessed
during church services in August.  Mother, Talia, was there also.  Following
the Biblical example of Jesus in Matthew 18, it has become our custom for
the church to pray for a special blessing on little children for God’s
protection, guidance, and love.

July 2002

Mt. Madonna Campouts
July 12-14 and August 2-4 were the dates of our church campouts at Mt. Madonna.  All had a fun time.  Be sure to
read all about it in Mike Ferranti’s article.

Vacation Bible School
July 15-19 were the dates for our Vacation Bible School.  Be sure to pick up a copy of our special youth edition of a
Light in the Valley.  Our thanks go to Mary Harris for heading up this event and for all those who helped make it a
success.

Gideons’ Visit
On July 20, guest speaker Mr. George Wilson shared some valuable information about the Gideons.
The Gideons are a group of Christian businessmen who distribute Bibles throughout the world.  Be sure
to read more about the Gideons in Aimee McNally’s article in this edition of the newsletter.

Hawaiian Summer Social/Auction for Youth Camp Funds
The Hulogs really outdid themselves in decorating for the Hawaiian Summer Social on July 27.  We felt like we were
really in the islands.  There were prizes for the best Hawaiian costumes.  The food was fantastic.  After the food and
fellowship, an auction was held to raise funds to sponsor our youth in attending Christ centered youth camps during the
summer.  Brad Mann was our auctioneer and helped us raise $1700 for the kids.  Of course he couldn’t have done this
without the generosity of those who did the bidding. Thank you all and praise God!  To read more details about the
Christian summer camps our youth attended, be sure to pick up a copy of our special youth edition of a Light in the
Valley.

Youth Camps
Many of our youth went to the Worldwide Church of God Summer Educational Program (SEP) Camps this summer.
Some went to Arkansas, the Carolinas, and Riverside, CA.  Most attended at Camp Gwinwood in Lacey, WA.  Camp
Gwinwood had two youth camps this summer.  The first one was for the teens (July 8-13) and the second one was for
ages 7-12 (August 17-23).

Love in Action
Monday morning, August 12, marked the beginning of our new Love in Action group.  They meet the second Monday
morning of each month (9-12) to make cards and small gifts to share with others.  Feel free to come and help out when
you can.

August 2002

Melisa & Isaiah



Church Happenings - continued

Esther Wipfle
Congratulations go to Esther Wipfle who welcomed her first great grandchild
 into the world.  It’s a boy!  Jalen Boyd Guy.

Christian Business Leaders
Mr. Fred Crow was the guest speaker for the August 19th meeting of the Christian Business Leaders meeting.  He
spoke on “Christians Dealing with contention in Business.”  In addition, Michael McNally facilitated a discussion on
“The Ministry of Change.”  Michael and Aimee McNally do a fantastic job of heading up the Christian Business
Leaders meetings.  For more information contact them at 408-517-9709, mcnally@cblw.org or http://www.cblw.org/.
Why not plan to attend the next meeting and bring a friend, neighbor, relative or co-worker?

Church Picnic
Sunday, August 25, marked the date of our annual church picnic at beautiful, scenic New Brighton Beach State Park,
which overlooks the gorgeous Monterey Bay.  Watsonville hosted the event.  Games, food, and fellowship all added
up to a fun day for those who were able to attend.

Fond Farewell
In August we bid a fond farewell to the Wilson family who have moved to Henderson, NV.
Scott and Janelle Wilson and their children, Laura, Keith, Kevin, and Brenda have been
faithful members of our San Jose fellowship for many, many years.  They will be greatly
missed but we wish them every happiness and God speed!

Congratulations go to Adam and April Funsten who were wed in a
beautiful, private ceremony in Saratoga on Sunday, September 8.  A
large reception was held at the church fellowship hall on September 28,
after the couple returned from honeymooning in Hawaii.  The proud in-
laws are Brad and Carol Ackerman and Bill and Joy Funsten.  April’s
grandparents, Larry and Betty Shamus, were very happy also!

September 2002

The Funstens and Ackermans

The Wilson family

On September 7, our Bible Class
Facilitators were given appreciation gifts at
church.

Bible class facilitators:
Chester Harris, Pastor Mel,
Pierre Muino, Joanne
Burnsides, Bonnie Ferranti,
John Jester, Mike Ferranti,
John Sherrod, Bill Funsten
and Cleveland Vivian

April and Adam Funsten Wed

Steve Orr Visits
Steve Orr, a Worldwide Church of God elder who used to reside in San Jose, was our guest
speaker on September 28.  He spoke on “The Sacred Romance” which involves having an intimate
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Steve and his family moved to Montana last year.  We miss them all,
but our loss is Montana’s gain.

Harvest Food Bank
On September 28, Elise Wilhoyt told our church about the Second Harvest Food Bank.  There
will be a huge barrel in our foyer each week where we can all place nutritious, non-perishable
foods that will be used to help feed the hungry in the San Jose area.  Elise is our food drive
coordinator so if you have any questions, please contacts her.  We can all participate in this very
worthwhile cause.  (Matthew 25:40)



Help Keep the Vision Alive
By Aimee McNally

In Renovation of the Heart, by Dallas Willard,
he states, “We need to be in the presences of
images, both visual and auditory (good sayings,
poetry, and songs).  These can constantly direct and
redirect our minds toward God, Jesus Christ, the Spirit, and
the church (people of God).  ‘Icons’ have a millennia-long
track record with people of God and can be a powerful
way of keeping entire stories and teachings effortlessly
before the mind.  We can thoughtfully use them to dispel
destructive imagery and thoughts and to see ourselves as
before God in all levels of our being” (p.113).

Christians in the busy workplace need physical reminders
to remain focused on God.  The following tips and recom-
mended resources may help keep the vision alive:

Currently, a group of Christians are networking
together and assisting each other to keep a daily vision
on Christ.  Who knows where God may lead if we
continue in the same Christian vision?  Come join us at
Christian Business Leaders at the next meeting on
October 21, 2002.

Purchase Christian motivational prints, calendars, mugs,
or magnets expressing encouraging scriptures for Godly
success.

Web sites:
   Motivational Prints: http://www.motivationalprints.com
   3:16 Christian Bookstore: http://www.e316.com

Subscribe to daily e-mail devotionals targeting Christian
business people.

Free devotional subscriptions:
Salt on the Net: http://www.sotn.org
Monday Manna: http://www.cbmcint.org

Subscribe to newsletters targeting the Christian business
community.

Free subscription newsletters:
Christian Business Leaders: http://www.cblw.org
Christian Working Woman:
http://www.christianworkingwoman.org

Use break-time to study God’s word with CDs or
cassette tapes.  Check out a sermon tape from the
church library.  Buy a bible CD and listen to scriptures.
Purchase audio bibliographies of biblical champions or
Christian motivational topics.  Afterwards, pass it on to
a Christian co-worker.

Web sites:
Books on Tape: http://www.booksontape.com
3:16 Christian Bookstore http://www.e316.com

Clear the mind, let off steam, and get back on track by
taking ten minutes to write in a daily journal.  Express
thoughts, ideas, feelings and prayers about challenging
issues in the work environment.  Think about: who or

?

?

?

?

?

what issues need prayer, where is Godly service
lacking, how to improve personal weaknesses, how
to thank God for personal victories, and how to have
fun at work.  Journaling will remove daily distrac-
tions and replace them with a Godly vision.

Web site:
Christian Journaling:
http://members.truepath.com/christianjournaling

Fulfillment
By Mike Ferranti

Do we sometimes feel empty?  Are we suffer-
ing from too little faith?  Is the world spinning
around too fast, keeping us off balance?  Do
we feel unfulfilled?

Luke 24:44 says, “All things written about Jesus
must be fulfilled.”   God will carry out every
promise and prophecy.  God will perform all
that He says He will to its completion.  God will
fill our hearts with His love.  When we spend
time with God, this fast-paced world will seem
to slow down.  The more time we spend in
prayer, the more we will feel filled.  Filled with
the love of God.  His grace will abound in us so
we’ll feel compelled to let others know why we
have hope.

Feeling low, empty, in need of a spiritual boost?
TURN TO GOD.  Talk to Him and ask for
help.  He will supply your every need and also
give you comfort.  Confidence from God makes
our hearts sing.  A song in our hearts, directed
towards God, will make our lives have purpose
and we will radiate the love of God towards
others.  Why not say a little prayer right now
and feel the joy in your heart?  Remember, only
God can give us true fulfillment.



So That The World Will Know Him
By Aimee McNally

The Gideons International organization visited the San Jose
congregation on July 20. The guest speaker was Mr. George
Wilson.  The worldwide distribution of the Holy Bible has rescued
many lives.  The Gideons distribute scriptures in 175 countries in
80 languages.

The organization’s “sole purpose is to win men, women, boys and
girls to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ through
association, personal testimony, and distributing the Bible in the
human traffic lanes and streams of everyday life” (http://
www.gideons.org/).

The Gideons International was founded in 1899 and is the oldest
Christian business and professional men’s association in the United
States.  The Gideon name was adopted because Gideon (Judges
6-8) was a man willing to do exactly what God wanted him to do,
regardless of his own judgment as to the plans or results.  Humility,
faith, and obedience were the central elements of his character.

Gideon was not a brave man.  He saw himself as the least and
poorest man of his father’s house (Judges 6:15).  He was meek,
tender and lacking confidence.  However, God saw he had poten-
tial to win the fight against the Midianites.  God chose to work
with him.

God wanted to save Gideon and Israel from the Midianites, while
also winning their hearts.  In fear, Gideon desired a sign from God
(Judges 6:17).  God’s spirit worked with him and He revealed a
sign.  Gideon still lacked confidence, insisting on repeated visual
reinforcement.  God tolerantly and graciously provided several
signs, and saved both Gideon and Israel.

After Gideon and Israel were delivered, Israel requested Gideon to
rule over them.  Gideon said, “the Lord shall rule over you”
(Judges 8:23).  Unfortunately, Gideon’s weaknesses got the best of
him and he set up an idol in the city.  Israel and Gideon’s house-
hold worshiped the idol (Judges 8:27), not acknowledging God as
the source of their victory.

What can we learn from Gideon?

(1) Gideon’s great elements of character (humility, faith, and
obedience) grew weaker because he forgot to acknowledge God.
Gideon’s example led Israel in the wrong direction.  It is essential
for Christians to retain Godly character by acknowledging Him
during weak and strong episodes of life.  A Christian’s character
bears the image and character of Christ to those whom God is
calling, so that the world will believe.

(2) God’s sole purpose was to win Gideon and Israel’s heart,
but they rejected Him.  God’s sole purpose is to win the hearts and
souls of all humanity.  Christians are called to help God fulfill His
purpose by abiding in Him (John 15:4), and upholding His word to
the world (John 17:20-21).

Out of the Mouths of Babes…
A nun asked her class to write notes to God.

Here are some of the notes the children handed
in.

Dear God:   I didn’t think orange went with
purple until I saw the sunset You made on
Tuesday. That was cool!

Dear God:   Maybe Cain and Abel would
not have killed each other so much if they
had their own rooms. That’s what my Mom
did for me and my brother.

Dear God:   I bet it is very hard for You to
love all of everybody in the whole world.
There are only 4 people in our family and
I’m having a hard time loving all of them.

Dear God:   Are You really invisible or is it
just a trick?

Dear God:   Did You mean for the Giraffe
to look like that or was it an accident?

Dear God:   We read Thomas Edison made
light. But in Sunday school they said You did
it. So, I bet he stole Your idea.

Dear God:   Did You really mean “do unto
others as they do unto you?” Because if
You did, then I’m going to get my brother
good.

Dear God:  Thank You for the baby brother,
but what I prayed for was a puppy.



From Our Sister Churches to the
North - San Francisco &
San Leandro
by Jim Roberts
A Goode Encounter!
Yes, I did intentionally
“misspell” the word
“good.”  The encounter I
refer to is with a delightful couple
named Peter and Pamela Goode. 
They are new to the San Leandro
congregation.  This article explains
how God chose to cross the paths
of Pam and Peter and our little
church.
It must have been in July that I
received an e-mail from Pam
requesting that I consider performing
a Renewal of Vows ceremony.  Why
me?  They had made the request to
several churches and were turned
down.  Why?  “You are not one of
us.”  They found our Church on the
website and are residents of San
Lorenzo.
It is unfortunate that other churches
would not help because after drifting

Watsonville Church News
By Mary Webb

I can’t believe it’s time
to write another quar-
terly report.  It seems
like I just finished the
last one.  Even though
we are a small church group, so
much is going on in our lives; it’s
difficult to keep track of events.  Our
ranks have been diminished during
the summer months because of
vacations, camping, picnics, and
weddings.  Nevertheless we didn’t
lack in activities.  Of course, the main
thrust was our spiritual growth, which
our leaders stimulated with meaning-
ful sermons, worship, and prayer.
Our weekly cell groups also provide
the spiritual environment we need for
growth and unity.  We are looking
forward to more cell groups being
formed.

One of the exciting events many of us
enjoyed was our annual picnic at
Brighton Beach on August 24th.  We
enjoyed the food and activities in spite
of the cool weather.

Our church sponsored trips for two
local youths to attend the SEP camp at
Camp Grinwood at Lacy, Washington.
Isabel Merriner went with the group to
serve and enjoyed it greatly.  By the
grace of God, Cassie Mason also
attended and got baptized before
leaving.   The two boys are counseling
for baptism.  We can thank God for
such rich blessings.

A few more items of interest:  July 7th,
Millie Johnson, a longtime member,
moved to Oregon to live with her
daughter.  Nina and Ben Woodward
purchased a plane and just returned
from spending two weeks vacation in

from God for the 10 years of their
marriage, Pam and Peter realized they
need God in their lives again (they
have Catholic backgrounds).  Their
marriage was an entirely secular
affair.  Now they wanted God in their
marriage and to make a fresh start in
their faith.  It seems a shame that any
church would not want to assist
people in such a quest.
The Deluchis and myself met with the
Goodes.  We were immediately
attracted to their sweet humility, and
we all hit it off.  They accepted our
standard Worldwide Church of God
renewal ceremony so we set the date
of August 24, close to their 10th

anniversary on the 29th.  Since Pam
had no family, Doug even volunteered
to walk her down the aisle.  She was
so touched!
We made it clear that we were here to
provide a service and there would be
no strings attached.  There would be
no pressure to attend or join our
Church.  If we could help them
reestablish their relationship with Jesus
Christ, that was enough for us.  I did,

however, suggest they attend one of
our services so they would be
completely comfortable with our
providing the ceremony.  They came
the very next Saturday!  And they
have been there almost every week
since with their son Daniel.  We have
developed a fine friendship.  We do
not know how God will guide the
Goodes in regard to their eventual
church affiliation.  We hope they
continue to like us!  We certainly love
them.
All this goes to show how we need to
be open to assist anybody in any
situation who comes to our door and
asks for help to find or return to God.
If we are not in it for ourselves but for
others, God will bless us as well as
them.
By the way, Pamela Goode is under
treatment for breast cancer.  Perhaps
God used this trial to lead them back
to Him.  Please pray with us that since
God has the attention of Peter and
Pam, that He will deliver her from the
cancer.

Calgary, Alberta.  Alan Robertson
greatly enjoyed a six-week vacation,
some of it in Ontario, Canada.  Staci
Segala got married to Jeff Cousins in
Salinas.  Carolyn Parker’s family
came from Kentucky to help with her
recovery from a stroke and took her
back to her home.  She is doing well.
Josephine Bingham who had a hip
operation has also recovered and is
back in church.  As if we didn’t have
enough troubles, Dillus Belfield got
bitten by a cat and ended up spending
time in a hospital but is recovering.

I’ve been writing about the exciting
physical journeys taken by some of
our members.  Our spiritual journeys
are much more exciting but we must
remember Mr. Dahlgren’s admonish-
ment on August 3rd that “the longest
journey is from the head to the heart.”



There were 49 ladies attending the
Annual Northern California
Women’s Retreat, held at Sierra
Pines near Lake Tahoe the second
weekend in August. Tall pine trees
and beautiful blue skies, along with
the brisk clear morning air, all helped
make a pleasant and enjoyable
setting.

Our theme this year was PEACE in
Jesus Christ emphasizing Philippians
4:6-7, “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-
ing, present your requests to God.” 

The director, Sandy Swagerty and
her assistant, Nancy Curtis, both
from Sacramento, did an outstanding
job.  The worship team, led by Teddi
Deppner, also from Sacramento,
provided an inspirational beginning
for each service.

The presenters and topics were:

   Clara McCrimmon (Vallejo)
“God Brings Peace Out of Chaos” 
   Barbara Sault (San Jose) “A
Sharing of Love”
   Candy Bonnett (Reno) “Over-
coming the Fear of Cancer”
   Sandee Miller (San Jose) “What
Does God Want To Say”
   Linda Wilson (Reno) “Are You
at Peace?”
   Teddi Deppner (Sacramento)
“Put It Into Practice”
   Karon Smith (Vacaville) “Noth-
ing Takes God By Surprise”
   Clara Miller (Reno) Group
Discussions and readings on uncon-
ditional love.

Saturday night was a fun filled
evening with a rousing game of
Bunko, directed by Kelly Howard
(Sacramento).

On Sunday, the closing services
were provided by Marcia Keith
(Reno).  Her presentation was
entitled “All Our Burdens Bear.”

Marcia gave us a rough stone to roll
in our hand to represent what we
were before submitting ourselves to
Christ. We then placed the stone on
a balanced scale and picked up a
polished shiny crystal representing
Christ polishing us to one day make
us perfect. We then concluded with
the Communion and clasping hands
in a closing prayer.

The retreat ladies have had family,
friends or personal experience in the
area of divorce, child problems,
widowhood, abuse, drugs, alcohol,
diseases and death. We all lend a
loving listening ear, assist
wherever possible and most
importantly, pray with one
another.  This is an excellent
opportunity to be with those who
can help and encourage others.
Please note that this retreat is a
yearly event and open to all
women, no matter their church
or non-church affiliation.

Why not get a group of ladies
together and plan now to attend next
year?  Next year the theme will be
“STAND FIRM” and we will be
sending flyers and invitations around
Northern California.  So mark your
calendar for the second weekend in
August 2003 and plan to attend the
uplifting and inspirational Northern
California Women’s Retreat.

The cost for Friday through Sunday
noon for August 8, 9, &10, 2003 will
be $75 for the cabin and meals. A
most affordable retreat, however,
there is limited financial assistance
for those who need it.  There is also
a payment plan that starts in Janu-
ary so payments can be stretched
over 7 months.  If you need assis-
tance or you are interested in the
payment plan, please contact Nancy
Curtis during evenings and week-
ends at (916) 363-2579.        

PEACEful Northern California Women’s Retreat
By Barbara Sault

Mark Your Calendars,
Ladies!
WOMEN OF FAITH PRESENTS
SENSATIONAL LIFE 2002
 Friday night, November 15 (7-9:30)
All day Saturday, November 16
(9-5:30)
Compaq Center at San Jose

Aletha Mann (408-927-6279) will be
coordinating this event for us.

Please reserve your spot now!

Cost is $50.00 per person for
both days!

Please make out check to Aletha
Mann
You can give it to her at church or
mail it to: Aletha Mann
6181 Meridian Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120-4425

Guest speakers are:
Patsy Clairmont – Patsy is a gifted
speaker, author, and the founder of
Milk N’ Honey ministries, designed to
nurture and encourage women.

Barbara Johnson – She’s the best-
selling female Christian author of all
time.
Marilyn Meberg – She’s a popular
author and speaker whose messages
are profound, personal, utterly amusing
and immensely practical.
Luci Swindoll – Luci is the former
Vice President of Public Relations at
Insight for Living, the radio ministry
of her brother, Chuck Swindoll.  She’s
also a writer, speaker, an accomplished
singer, an incredible photographer and
a real crowd pleaser!
Sheila Walsh – Sheila is the former
T.V. co-host for the PTL Club.  She’s
also an author, recording artist,
songwriter, speaker, television host,
and one of today’s most gifted,
respected and well-known, Christian
artists.
Plus many more!



Congregation On
The Web
By Brad Mann

As of the end of Septem-
ber, our congregation web
site—
www.wcgsouthbay.org
has received approximately one
quarter of a million hits since April of
2001.  Here are some of the things our
visitors are seeing:

This summer our Memory Scripture of
the Week window has featured verses
from Psalm 91.  Those who have
participated in memorizing each
week’s scriptures will soon have
memorized the entire Psalm.

?  A request from one of our web site
visitors led to the creation of a new
Scrip Program page, which provides a
list of all establishments which partici-
pate in our Scrip fundraiser.  General
information about scrip and contact
information for our local Scrip coordi-
nator are all now available through this
one resource on our site.

?  Our sermon tape ministry continues
to have an international impact.  We
have recently received sermon tape
requests from Nigeria, Zimbabwe and
Canada, as well as more local requests
right here in the United States.  People
are finding out about our sermon tape
offer through everything from Internet
search engines to word-of-mouth from
friends.

?  This summer’s winners of our
monthly Bible Quiz have been John
Jester, Carol Ezovski, and Eleanor
Anderson.  Congratulations to them
all!  Every month provides a new
opportunity for a new quiz, and a
chance to win a gift certificate to a
local Bay Area Christian bookstore.
Be sure to enter every month!

Please continue visiting our site, and
taking advantage of the many features
and services we have to offer.  We
provide everything from access to

wcg
southbay.

org

Bible study tools to the local
weather forecast, so you’ll know
how warmly to dress for church!
We encourage your comments and
suggestions.  You can let us know
what you like about our site and
what you would like to see in the

future by emailing
webmaster@wcgsouthbay.org.

Everything I Need to
Know About Life,
I Learned from Noah’s
Ark...
1.   Don’t miss the boat.

2.   Remember that we are all in
      the same boat.

3.   Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining
      when Noah built the Ark.

4.   Stay fit. When you’re 600
      years old, someone may ask
      you to do something really big.

5.   Don’t listen to critics; just get
     on with the job that needs to be
     done.

6.   Build your future on high ground.

7.   For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.

8.   Speed isn’t always an advantage.
     The snails were on board with
      the cheetahs.

9.   When you’re stressed, float a
      while.

The woodpecker may have to go...!

10.  Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs and the Titanic by
       professionals.

11.   No matter the storm, when you are with God, there’s always a
       rainbow waiting.



Seaside, Oregon
By Aletha Mann

The festival opened Friday evening
and concluded Tuesday morning
without a drop of rain.  That is
unusual for the Pacific North West but
was wonderful for those us staying in
the small town of Seaside where you
can walk everywhere.  When Lewis &
Clark arrived, they weren’t so
fortunate.  They barely had six days
of sunshine the entire winter.
Seaside is a family friendly
community where cottages
intermingle with motels and hotels
along the ocean front promenade.
There is carousel at the indoor square
across from the convention center.  I
took several spins around with my 4-
year old nieces . . . by request!
Our pastors gave us great sermons,
each one building on the previous
message.  Children’s church was
provided for the children and they
were given a small toy or puzzle each
day.  There were optional workshops
and praise services in the afternoon.
We donated to the community food
drive.  The mayor spoke to our
fellowship and shared with us that
we’re one of the community’s favorite
groups because we’re family oriented.
Brad and I have been meeting my
family in Seaside the past four years
because we love the setting.  This
year we stayed at our favorite inn,
which has an ocean front view and
steps leading down to the promenade.
We could drink our coffee and enjoy
the rolling waves in the morning and
in the evening, enjoy snacks and
beverages as we watched the sunset.
For our family, it’s a wonderful
retreat.

The Philippines
Celebrating God’s
Faithfulness
By Myrna M. Paulino

This year, I had the opportunity to
travel to the Philippines and attend
the Feast of Tabernacles.  The
theme of the festival was
Celebrating God’s Faithfulness.
Belen Wilson, Sally Hulog, and I
traveled to the Philippines where
we met Sally’s mom as well as
Belen’s mom and sister (from
Indonesia) who is Benny’s mom.

The Feast this year was in Baguio
City, which is 258 miles north of
Manila. This city is on top of the
mountain and is the coldest city in
the Philippines.  The temperature
goes up to 70F and there are
showers most afternoons. Although
there are two-recorded seasons,
which are the dry and wet seasons,
there could be a third one called
the sweat season, as the humidity
is really high – in the 90’s.

We attended the Feast at the
Teacher’s Camp in Baguio City.
Would you believe there were
seven churches celebrating the
Feast this year in their own way at
this camp? However, we were all
in different halls.  The Worldwide
Church of God (WCG) hall was on
top of the hill. Therefore, if you
started from the bottom of the
camp, you would run out of breath
by the time you reached the top,
and sweat (a lot). So much for
dressing up in heels and formal
dress…

I had not attended a full Feast for
3 years so this year’s celebration
made a great impact on me. There
was so much love, sincerity, and
faith.  You could feel and see it
from everyone. There was also so
much positive energy from the

speakers, activities, and the brethren
that you wish it was always a feast
everyday.  Women and men, young
and old, participated in every activity.
You could not find a trace of
hardship, although economy is the
worst in the Philippines. We knew
that God is always there for us no
matter what. One sermon that lingers
in my mind all the time said,  “If God
can give His Son, what else is there
that He cannot give us?”  This is
God’s faithfulness and something to
celebrate all the time.

Mr. Guy Ames said that we should
live our faith without apology. God
reveals Himself as Maker, Master,
Mentor, Sovereign, Savior and Spirit.
Moreover, the fullness of God is…

2 Teach Jesus is

2 Touch a Life
4 Ever

In addition, Mr. Eugene Guzon,
National Director of WCG in the
Philippines, emphasized Matthew 19
and 20.  It is the faithfulness and
quality of our service to God that
matters the most.  And as I
Corinthians 3:4-5 states, “The harvest
is plentiful but the laborers are few.”
Therefore, it is up to us to help in that
harvest with God’s guidance.
Lastly, Mr. Jerry Ortiguero, WCG
Northern Luzon Director summarized
the 3 things we need to do so we will
not lose sight of God:

1.  Look for men and women who
have not lost their faith, follow their
example, and fellowship.
2.  Immerse ourselves and saturate our
minds with scriptures.
3.  Remembrance leaves us with
praise for the vibrant faith of God.
This was truly an amazing and
wonderful Feast in Celebrating God’s
Faithfulness!

Fall Festival Celebrations



Riverside
By Brenda Ely

A four-day festival was held in Riverside, CA from Thursday evening,
September 26, through Sunday morning, September 29.  We enjoyed four
worship services as well as Children’s Church and Youth Services.  Jeb
Egbert led the Youth Services.  Praise and worship were provided by the
Pasadena worship team, Higher Ground and on Sunday morning, Ross
Jutsum.
On Thursday night Bermie Dizon, pastor of the New Life congregation,
spoke about “When God Celebrates.”  The next evening Raul Ramos, pastor
of the Pasadena Spanish church, used wonderful examples of his family
reunions as he spoke on the subject of “One Family in Christ.”  Saturday
morning Rand Holm spoke on the theme of “Dancing to the Music of Grace.”

Following services we gathered for a buffet luncheon.  It was a great time to
fellowship.  Saturday evening, Higher Ground performed a benefit praise
concert with all proceeds benefiting the Bengali Evangelical Society.
Sunday morning Greg Albrecht used a poignant analogy to convey his sermon
on “Relationship Not Religion.”  The service concluded with communion
before we all departed for our homes.  What a wonderful, spiritually uplifting
weekend!

Tahoe
By Joanne Burnsides

The Celebration of Christ Festival
in Tahoe was awesome!  Although
only a weekend long, Lake Tahoe
goers enjoyed a full and memorable
festival.  With picture perfect
weather an added blessing, Tahoe’s
majestic scenery made the setting
idyllic.
The San Jose worship team was
asked to lead worship on Friday
evening and Saturday morning,
under the leadership of Larry
Shamus and Barbara Dahlgren. 
The congregation was very
responsive, as worshippers enjoyed
meaningful and lively praise.
The messages were outstanding! 
Sermons were given by Jim
Roberts, Mel Dahlgren, Mike
Swagerty, and Steve Smith.  The
speaking provided comfort and
hope to the many brethren who are
struggling through difficult times. 
On the humorous side, someone
had seen a bear on the Festival site
so the ministry could “bearly”
resist chiding each other about
baptizing the bear.
When the weekend was over, I
don’t know if anyone was ready to
leave.  But, we could all take home
with us another special memory and
our reflections on how God is
intimately working in our lives.

Tahoe attendees
Rodger Bauer,
Jo Barnand,
Chester Harris &
Edrie Felts

Tahoe Worship Team
Mike Ferranti,
Barbara Dahlgren,
Bonnie Ferranti,
Edrie Felts,
Rodger Bauer,
Joanne Burnsides,
Jo Barnard &
Larry Shamus

Fall Festival Celebrations



Melisa Finley

Auctioneer, Brad Mann

Carol Ackaerman, Brad Mann, Aletha Mann,
Coleen Doerr & Cheryl Becker

Ariella, Aimee & Adira McNally
Kristen Burnsides

Alicia Carrillo

ALOHA! (continued)



Sean, Sara & Janet Armstrong

Joe & Margaret Mitchell with Edrie Felts

So much good Hawaiian food!

Chester Harris, Ron Merritt & Dave BallBrenda & Trevor Ely with Luella Rousseau

Belen Wilson, Elise Wilhoyt, Luanna Leisure and
Sunila Piplani

ALOHA!  We felt like we were really in the islands
at the Hawaiian Social on July 27, 2002



Thanksgiving Meditations

Practice the attitude of gratitude.

We need to sing songs of gratitude, even when others
find nothing to sing about.

Do we have ‘gratitude” or is it a “gerr-attitude”?

May this Thanksgiving help you to give thanks for all
the turkeys in your life.

Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues, but the
parent of all others.

The most important prayer in the world is just two
words long:  “Thank You.”
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As Thanksgiving Day fast approaches,
 let us give thanks unto the Lord…

Thanksgiving Prayer
O come, let us sing unto the Lord:
Let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving
And show ourselves glad in Him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God.
And a great King about all gods
In His hands are all the corners of the earth;
The strength of the hill is His also.
The sea is His, and He made it;
And His hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and bow down;
Let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
For He is the Lord our God;
And we are the people of His pasture
And the sheep of His hand.

Psalm 95


