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By Bill Funsten
South Bay Christian Church has helped send many
young people to camp over the years.  This year, our
local congregation’s goal was to send 10 youth to
camp and help provide financial assistance.  We did
even better! 12 youth from the San Jose and
Watsonville church areas attended. Joy and I would
like to thank the San Jose Congregation for their
generous financial support for this very important
ministry. 

There were two Worldwide Church of God camps
on the West Coast this year. One was in Southern
California and the other was in Washington.
Campers this year were Kristen Burnside, Dan
Birmingham, Matthew Butcher, Ben Funsten, Arissa
Merriner, Ivan Paulino, Bradley Rowland, John
Sherrod, Michael Sherrod, and Jacob Stevens. Youth
Staff from our area serving in Southern California
were Aaron Burnside and Nathan Zebrowski. Pastor
Mel Dahlgren, Alicia Carrillo, Mike Dreelan, Isabel
Merriner, Bill and Joy Funsten served as staff
members in Washington. 

Summer Camp challenged young people physically,
mentally and spiritually…life-changing experiences.
Camp activities like yachting, tubing, wind gliding,
and canoeing on the ocean gave them experiences
they will never forget. Youth came together from
many regions of the country. Many new friendships
were started.  Worship and sermons specifically
focused on the needs of teen and pre-teen groups.
God was working in their lives, and many shared
their desires to commit their lives to Him.

Youth Ministry
Summer Educational Program
(SEP)  Summer Camp 2003

The camp theme was “Journey with Jesus...Life Ahead!” 
Washington’s camp director Amy Johnson (former San
Jose youth) commented:  “Again this summer, it was a joy
to see God working in the hearts and minds of our
campers. My prayer is that youth will come to know Jesus
Christ and learn how He can take care of their every need
and pain.  I thank God for making camp a wonderful
success.” The Worldwide Church of God’s Camp Program
SEP is truly a Spiritual Enrichment Program. 
Our fellowship has seen many young people grow up over
the years.  Now, as we gear-up for another year in youth
ministry, Joy and I would like to especially recognize our
four high school seniors: Preeti Piplani, Nathan Zebrowski,
Ivan Paulino and Ben Funsten.  They are outstanding
student leaders and service-minded church members. 
They would especially appreciate your prayers as they
face challenges ahead...college, work and life-long service
to their church and community. We are thankful for our
church family that gives them loving encouragement!

Chuck Downey and Mel Dahlgren with campers ready to depart
for whale watching

Mission Statement
To share the love of God and to guide people into a committed relationship with Jesus Christ.



I’m Definitely Coming Again!
By John Sherrod
This article is about my great camp experience this past
summer.  It all started out with a bang!  On the first
day of the camp I got to meet many old friends that I
had made the last couple of years I’ve been going to
SEP (Summer Educational Program) Washington, and
by the end of the week I had also made many more.

The message we got at camp this year was about our
own personal “Journey With Jesus” and how we could
grow to have a stronger relationship with Him. The
activities at camp were also great.  We had whale
watching, water skiing, parasailing, boat rides on a
great yacht, and many other activities every day of the
whole week.  Camp this year had a great message and
was a ton of fun.  I’m definitely coming again next
year!

Mike Dreelan is powered up by Dan Birmingham in
counselor costume dorm competition

Jacob Stevens, Michael and John Sherrod

Dan Birmingham rings dinner bell



Ready or Not, Here I Come!
By Kristen Burnsides
My experience at camp this year in Washington was great!
We left on Wednesday and got there a day early so the
staff could be there for a special meeting. On Friday at
about 2:00, all the campers arrived and I met all the people
who were going to be in my dorm. We had activities like
swimming and windsailing. Whale watching was also fun.
Our dorm was the only one to actually get to see whales!
Sunday night was my favorite night. It was “Camo” night
where we dressed up and had to get from point “a” to “b”
without getting caught. If you got there you would get a
ticket and each ticket was worth a certain amount of dorm
points. This year we had dorm points and the dorm with
the highest points got an ice cream party, a pizza party, or
$2.00 at the camp store.  The following Thursday didn’t
start out so well for me. I started feeling really, really bad
during breakfast and had to leave and go back to my dorm.
There was concern that I might have had an appendicitis
attack so I was taken to the hospital by an ambulance.
That was pretty scary! Thankfully, my counselor, who just
happened to be my sister-in-law Marni, rode in the front so
that I didn’t feel so alone. And my brother Nathan left
work in Olympia so he could be there if needed. The
paramedics were really nice and even gave me a teddy
bear to hold. The whole camp prayed that I would be
healed by the time I arrived and I felt much better! We
later had our last campfire and then we all went to sleep
early because we had to wake up at 5:30 in the morning so
that campers could take the bus back to the ferry. And
that’s my story about my great camp experience!

Camp Director Amy Johnson

John Sherrod and Ben Funsten

Campers Kristen Burnsides and Arissa Merriner



Thank You!
By Michael Sherrod
Hi!  I am Michael Sherrod and I’m going to tell
about camp SEP (Summer Educational Program) in
Washington.  Camp was at Orcas Island this year.
The theme was Journey With Jesus.  Each
morning we had an hour of Chapel.  After Chapel
we went to go have some fun!  Some of the games
this year were water polo, inner-tubing, arts and
crafts, volleyball, ping pong, and bombs-away.  I
really had a lot of fun.

I want to say thank you to our church for sponsoring
the youth summer camps.  We would never get to
do all these fun things and meet new Christian
friends if the church didn’t organize the youth
camps.  THANK YOU!

Michael Lamani with Junior Boys dorm (including Michael Sherrod
and Brad Rowland)

Counselor Mike Dreelan with Senior High boys dorm

Counselors
Alicia Carrillo and
Marni Burnsides
with Junior girls
dorm



What a Wonderful Journey!
SEP 2003
By Jacob Stephens
The Summer Educational Program (SEP)
Camp this year, I think, was even more fun
than last year. We had more activities and
two special evening activities that were
really fun, Camo Night and Bombs Away.
This year I made many more friends and I
also met the most kind and beautiful girl
ever. She was also my date for the
banquet. Her name is Brenna Cannon.

Counselor Mike Dreelan with Senior High boys

Hike with Bill and Joy Funsten to Cascade Falls

John Sherrod with fellow dorm boys and counselor.



Tubing on Puget Sound

Drenched campers took camp director’s
challenge to walk under Cascade Falls

Dan Birmingham gives a personal testimony

Campers use map and compass on hike to check their location



Journey With Jesus
By Arissa Merriner

I had a great time at the Summer Educational Program
(SEP) Camp 2003. Orcas Island, located in Washington
was great.  I had a lot of fun swimming and going to all the
other activities. My favorite was Camo Night.  We had to
wear camouflage and go from the lodge to the waterfront.
There were staff members all over the campground. If
they shined their flashlights on you and saw you, you
would have to go back to the lodge. Our counselors would
teach us how to properly crawl on the ground. We went
through training for Camo Night.
In Chapel we learned a lot about Jesus and His life. I can’t
remember all of the titles during Chapel. I just know you
should journey with Jesus.  I’d like to thank all of the staff
members for helping make SEP possible. Thanks to the
kitchen staff for preparing all of the great meals. Also, to
the great swim staff for being there for us at the lake.
Thank you, Amy, for being director of this camp. Thank
you Worldwide Church of God for making my trip possible
and helping me get to know my best friend, Jesus, better!

A journey with Jesus is the best journey ever!

Camper commits to life with Christ and is baptized in pool
at foot of Cascade Falls

Young campers at the controls of camp yacht, on whale
watching cruise

Arissa Merriner standing next to camp theme poster:
“Journey with Jesus -Life Ahead!”



“Challenge Time” at SEP
by Pastor Mel Dahlgren
I love a challenge.  It gives me focus, motivation, and
inspiration. For years, SEP (Summer Educational Program)
hosted “challenge time” where students had an opportunity
to challenge anyone in any activity, from croquet to one on
one basketball to canoeing with one hand, even to the
loudest scream.  Dinnertime was always exciting as
challenges were announced and accepted.  Then a few
days later the loser always had to “give an answer” for
why he lost.  That was the “funnest” part to listen to!
HA!!! And this true confession time was also at
dinnertime.  It gave all of us “losers” and that often
included me, the opportunity to honor the winner without
giving excuses – which as you can imagine was not always
the case!!!
God gives challenges.  In Malachi 3:8 He says, “Prove me
now if I am not able to open up the windows of heaven
and pour out a blessing that you will not have room enough
to receive it.”   God’s challenge here is about putting God
first with your finances and then watch Him work!   Try it
and see what happens. It will be well worth it, not just now,
but especially when, as God says, our time comes to “give
an answer.”
However, I have a different challenge, and this one yields
even bigger rewards.  My challenge is for you to team up
with God and mentor one friend to baptism in 2004.

Here’s how it works:
1)   Ask God to give you a heart to love people as God

does.
2) Pray for God to open the heart of a friend to God’s

involvement.
3) Become a committed friend to them.
4) Share often how God works in your life and how much

God means to you.
5) Help them to see how God is already working in their

life.
6) Keep praying for them.

7) When God inspires them to ask questions about your
relationship with God, share how you came to be
baptized and how your life has changed.

When they also want to be baptized, give me a call and I
will let you be the one to put them under the water (Paul
apparently did this a lot.  See I Corinthians 1:13-17), after
which the elders will pray for them to receive the Holy
Spirit.
We all have a mandate or challenge from God to “Go and
make disciples.”  This has become and will continue to be
the “SEP Challenge.”   When we pray, God works.  And
when we obey, God blesses.  And the rewards are a

hundredfold, now in this life, plus eternal life in the world to
come!  (Mark 10:30)
God says it’s FUN!  Not just now, but forever. Read 3 John
4 just for fun!
I will never forget my mentor and friend, Paul Smith.   God
used him to lead me to baptism.   I believe I will remember
him forever.  And this is the challenge well worth making,
for the rewards will last for an eternal lifetime.  And you
will always be remembered by your friend as the one very
special person God used to help them make the most
important commitment they ever made in their entire lives.

Pastor Mel, assisted by Ben Funsten, take campers tubing
on Puget Sound”


