
Flying High at S.E.P.
By Pastor Mel Dahlgren

Parasailing is such a THRILL!  To be lifted high up
into heaven on a gust of wind. It leaves you
breathless!  Then you see the big picture down below.
Or should I say “little” picture. All those little people
down there!  I wonder what God sees from the 3rd
heaven?  Well, this is where the spiritual lesson begins
as we teach with all activities at the Summer
Educational Program (SEP) Camps.

God, you see, in our SEP lesson for today, looks at
everything from His perspective, which is spiritual,
since He IS spirit.  And from a spiritual perspective,
God is driving the boat.  He controls everything. And
Jesus represents the boat.   Your ascent, your descent,
how smooth your ride is, is all determined by the speed
of the boat.  Now, the boat is connected to you by a
very long, strong rope, which represents the Holy Spirit
who is our connection to Jesus, the boat, and God, the
boat driver.  Then what?  How do you take off?  Well,
without the boat, there’s no hope, and if you are not
connected by the strong rope, the Holy Spirit, then you
are not going anywhere. And, of course, without a boat driver, the
boat goes nowhere.

So what must you do to get off the ground?  You must, voluntarily,
put yourself in the harness and allow yourself to be led by and under
the complete control of the rope (the Holy Spirit) that is connected
to the boat.  And then let the boat (Jesus Christ) do all the work
under the overall control of the boat driver (God).

And that’s where the real thrill begins!!!  Letting God, the boat
driver, lead you, through Jesus Christ, the boat, by the Holy Spirit,
the rope, into the heavens by a mighty rushing wind!!! The amazing
grace of it all is just that!  God does it all, but we must be willing to
be taken wherever the boat driver wants to take us.  This takes
faith.  Faith in Jesus Christ to do the work of lifting us up into
heavenly places Christ wants us to be.  Are you willing?

If you are, you are in for the thrill of a lifetime.  Because true life
and joy begins when you trust Jesus to take you wherever He wants
you to be in your spiritual parasailing journey.

 Look!  Is it a bird?  Is it a plane?
No - it’s a parasailer!

Flying high!
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Christianity in Action
By Aaron Burnsides who attended
SEP camps in Washington and the
Carolinas this year.
The biggest difference in this
summer’s SEP (Summer
Educational Program)
“experience” compared with
my last 5 years, is the
decentralization away from our
church’s national camp in Orr, MN. As many of you
are aware, our campus in Orr was sold this spring,
leading the way to the SEP regional model. Instead of
one camp in Orr this year, we hosted 6 camps across
the country (with one more on the way in December).
This change is allowing the opportunity for many youth
to be able to participate in SEP without the high travel
costs to Minnesota.   
I have been working at SEP for the last few years, and
this has given me the opportunity to see many changed
lives in the youth that attend. I’ve witnessed countless
kids come to camp with despair, and then leave a week
or two later full of hope and joy. One reason that the
program is so effective is because it gives the teens a
chance to see Christianity in action. The dedication and
actions of the leadership and staff who create the
camp “environment” often leave 10 times more of an
impact than any of the activities. In conclusion, I would
like to ask all of you to pray for continued support of
the SEP program and its leadership, and the planning
for next year.

Making an aerial cross

Isabel Merriner, Amber Stainthorp, Preeti Piplani, Jessica Landaverde,
Jacob Stephens, Matt Butcher, Mark Ackerman, & Pastor Mel Dahlgren
getting ready to go on a trip of a lifetime.

Pastor Mel

Danny Birmingham was a
counselor at Gwinwood

Gwinwood, WA campers Jessica Landaverde and
Amber Stainthorp with a young friend.



Full Speed Ahead
By Dakota Emata who attended Camp
Gwinwood in WA

I went to camp in
Washington this
summer.  We went
to camp on a train.
I liked it because
we could play cards
and things, and
move around a lot.
It was my first time
in Washington.  I have
only been to two other states in my
whole life, California and Hawaii.
At camp I went swimming, played
basketball and volleyball, went
canoeing, shot arrows at a target with
a bow, and did arts and crafts.  One of
my most favorite things was going full
speed on the inner tube.  I even won
the “Fastest Inner Tubing Ever
Award.”  I also liked watching the
baptisms.

The theme of camp was “Jesus Is Our
Superhero.”  At the dance everyone
dressed up like a super hero and I was
Spiderman.

SEP Washington - The
Experience of a Lifetime

By Preeti Piplani
who attended camp
Gwinwood in WA

Every time I come
back from SEP
(Summer
Educational
Program), I
struggle to find the

right words to describe what exactly
happens at Camp. “Awesome,
incredible, inspiring, powerful and life-
changing” are only some of the first
few adjectives that spring to mind.
However, very few words are
sufficient when trying to articulate the
amazing experience that happens each
year at our church-run summer camp.

This was the first year of the regional
camp system and, though it was a
major deviation from the traditional
SEP in Orr, Minnesota, SEP remained
a vital instrument of the Worldwide
Church of God’s Youth Ministry.
I attended the regional camp in Lacey,
Washington located just outside of
Olympia on Hicks Lake. Each day, we
enjoyed the majestic view of Mount
Rainier towering in the background.
This beautiful sight helped to develop
one of the ongoing themes at SEP
Washington, the idea of spiritual
mountains. Both in chapel and within
our dorms, we discussed the spiritual
and physical “mountains” or
roadblocks that can prevent us from
drawing nearer to our Lord. The
theme arose from Matthew 17:20,
where Jesus tells his disciples that
with the faith the size of a mustard
seed, they are capable of moving
mountains.  Alone and collectively,
campers and staff members worked
toward identifying and letting go of our
individual “mountains” that inhibit us in
our spiritual walk.
I had the wonderful opportunity to
experience SEP as both a part-time
staff member as well as a camper.
God allowed me to help teach

canoeing while participating as a
camper in all of the other
activities with my dorm, 1G. It
was such a blessing to attend,
participate, and observe as the
Holy Spirit worked in each
person’s life. Here in San Jose,
we often talk about “lives
changed through Jesus Christ”
and I honestly do not know of a
better example of this statement
than what occurs at SEP.

The Holy Spirit is truly
accomplishing great things
through SEP and God has blessed
me immensely by allowing me to
participate in this awesome
program!

Preeti enjoying the water sports

Dakota and friends after a
whipped cream fight



An Awesome Start to Regional
SEP Camps
By Nathan Zebrowski who attended camp in Riverside, CA
I remember the day I was accepted to work at the Summer Educational
Program (SEP) in Riverside, California. I was happy, but not in the same

way I would have been if SEP were in
Orr, MN.  After all, this was the first year
that we would not be having a national
SEP camp in Orr, MN.  The property had
been sold and now we had regional
camps.
I lacked excitement and anticipation. After
having such an incredible experience at
Orr the past two summers, I didn’t want
to see SEP California finally confront me
with the fact that there was no more
national SEP. Upon arriving at the
Riverside, CA camp, my same

dispassionate view seemed to engulf the camp. Not to insult the camp,
the activities were fun, the chapels were rich, and the music was good.
The thing I felt camp lacked for the first few days was the Holy Spirit,
the same spirit that had made Orr such an incredible place. A few days
into camp, on Wednesday morning, all my doubts about regional SEP
camps were swept away. From that point on, something clicked, the
Holy Spirit was moving, and the camp was transformed. The chapel
messages started to touch the camper’s hearts and the music began to
energize us with God’s spirit. All throughout camp, walls were tumbling
down. No more were we caught up in the loss of Orr. Instead we were
looking at the great things God had in store for us through the regional
camp system.
I worked in water polo and was also a pre-teen assistant counselor. Not
only did I have an incredible week at SEP California, but I also came out
with new lifetime friends and memories. Seeing God work in the hearts
of so many who had yet to see his truth, in the same way he did with me
and countless others at previous SEP camps, touched and inspired me. I
encourage all of you to continue supporting SEP camps because they are
not dying. In my mind, they are just getting started!

My name is Ben
Funsten, and I
attended the
Summer Educational
Program (SEP) in
Washington State. 
This camp was
located on beautiful
Hicks Lake.  The
theme for this camp was “Live Loud for
Jesus in the Real World.”  This camp was
filled with many fun activities, such as
water sports, archery, arts & crafts, and
block parties.  Each day for the whole week
there was a praise and worship service,
including a sermon by Pastor Dee Bulante
or Pastor Mel Dahlgren.  Each sermon was
powerful and delivered a great message.   
After praise and worship we split off into
our dorms.  This was a time when we could
talk about the service or go on our own and
think about it and/or read the Bible/pray. 
This time was relaxing and peaceful, a time
to become closer to God. 

Group photo at Riverside SEP

A Time to Come Closer to God
By Ben Funsten

Watching the parasail from the boat



A Leap of Faith
By Remy Zebrowski who
attended in
California and Ohio

This summer I had the
amazing opportunity to
participate in two regional
Summer Educational
Program (SEP) camps, one in southern California
and another in Ohio. They were both really
incredible. I know a lot of people doubted (myself
included) how well the regional camps would go
this year, with it being a whole new idea, but I was
amazed to watch everything be pulled together –
certainly not by us, but by God – for another
amazing summer of SEP.
I took definitely a “leap of faith” this summer
when I agreed to be an assistant counselor at both
camps. A little different from the dishwashing and
food serving that I was accustomed to from the
past two years at SEP in Orr, MN! But this
summer was all about breaking out of our comfort
zones to serve God in a new way. And it was well
worth it. For the first time, I got a front-row seat
to watch God work in the lives of my 31 girls (total
from both camps). I got to watch them bond
together, break down walls, and grow in their
relationships with Jesus. Best of all, I got to stand
in the lake with 5 of my Ohio girls as they
publically gave their lives to Christ. Believe me,
there is nothing more special to a counselor than
that!

The famous “wall of love” that has been the
trademark of the SEP staff in years past was felt
as strongly as ever, and took on a new name, the
“wave of love.”  This was, as my friend Ben
Zacharais explained, because it broke out of its
single location, and rippled into new areas with the
love of God in the presence of Jesus Christ. When
it was a “wall” people would have to approach it,
but the “wave” came to the people where they
were.

Watching God at work at SEP has always amazed
me, but maybe never before as much as it did this
year. I learned much about how God can take
whatever we give Him and use it so powerfully. I
learned that He doesn’t fail to keep His promises.
And I learned that as long as He is welcome, the
location doesn’t matter. SEP Orr will always be
special, but the regional camps have given us the
opportunity to step up, press on, and take all the
good stuff from SEP to the world.

God Loves Us
By Jacob Stephens who attended Camp Gwinwood in
Washington

I think that going to camp was a very good decision to
make.  I had a lot of fun and made friends with almost
everybody at camp.   All of the people at camp were
really nice.  I think that the two coolest people were my
counselor, Eric, and Nate A.K.A. Carrot Top.  He was a
really easy person to talk to and he likes a lot of the
same things I do.
I think some of the funnest things at camp were
parasailing and waterskiing.  Waterskiing was a lot
easier than I thought it would be.  Parasailing was just
awesome.  You didn’t even have to hold on.  You could
just be there and enjoy the flight.  The campfires were
fun, too, with all of the songs.  My favorite song was
“The Button Song.”  I really look forward to going again
next year.  I have to go!  I can’t miss it!

One of the most important parts of my
experience was God. I learned a lot about
God and how much He loves us.  I accepted
Him into my life with some of the other kids.
I now know how much God really loves me.
I am glad that I accepted Him into my life.

Jacob enjoying water sports



A New Understanding
By Mark Ackerman who
attended Camp Gwinwood
in Washington

The first day I arrived,
there were only staff
members present for that
first day. The second day
the campers arrived at
noon, and after everyone
got to the scene, we
started a block party that consisted of
multiple small games that campers had
to race through. The first dorm to
finish all the games would win.
Surprisingly, my dorm completed the
games and won.
In all of camp there were two
countries represented, and campers
from four states attended the first
Washington SEP. Everyday, dorms
(including staff and campers) would
awake at 7:30 to make the breakfast
bell at 8. After breakfast, there would
be a full hour of praise and worship
services for all. After church there
were two activities lasting about an
hour to two hours each. Following
these two lessons came MY
FAVORITE part of the day –
LUNCH!
The most important parts of camp this
year were the changes that we
witnessed everyday.  All the sermons
and speeches were directed toward
our age group, and I think all the kids
got a lot out of each message. I think
it is very inspirational to be out in
nature where you can see all God has
created around you. On top of that the
time you are able to spend sitting
peacefully at night next to a serene
lake allows a chance to really dedicate
some quiet praying time towards God.
It helps build a better relationship with
Him.
I experienced some feelings about
God that I had never felt before.  I
realized that a lot of the things that I
loved doing, I only loved because they
were wrong, and I got a rush from it.
It took getting caught doing those bad

Jesus Is Our Super Hero
By Michael Sherrod who attended camp in
WA

Hi!  For some
of you who
don’t know, I
am Michael
Sherrod.  I’m
going to talk
about the camp
I went to.  Our
main theme
was “Jesus Is Our Super Hero!”
Well, first of all, I’m going to tell you
about the sports.  A lot of kids in my
dorm really like the sports.  Me too!
Some of the sports at camp were
archery, basketball, volleyball, and
badminton.  The water sports were
waterskiing (taught by Mr. Dahlgren),
tubing, and swimming.  I liked them all,
but the best was archery.  I won a
certificate for that!
We made necklaces in arts and crafts.
We also made steppingstones with Bible
messages on them.  Each day we went
in groups and talked about Christ and
the Holy Bible.  At night we read the
Holy Bible.
We talked about how Jesus is our real
super hero because he never sins and
He helps us to live better lives.  He also
helps solve our problems for us.

things for me to realize I didn’t
even like those things
that I had thought I
would never quit. I felt a
total sense of calmness
and overall comfort after
coming to the realization
that I had been working
for the wrong side, and
now I could see so
clearly what was good

or evil. I thank God for people like
Katie Miller and other staff
members that led me to my new
understanding of how things
worked, or how things SHOULD
work.
In my opinion the camp was a great
success and I had a wonderful
time.

Thanks to Aaron Burnsides,
Kristen Burnsides,

Preeti Piplani, Isabel Merriner
and Betty Shamus for sharing

their photos for this Newsletter.

Michael waits his turn. Michael helping out.



What I Love About
Camp
By Amy Johnson ~ SEP (Summer
Educational Program) Camp
Director at Grinwood, WA

What I love about camp is that
it provides a unique opportunity
to bring people out of their daily
routine and into a family
environment where Christ is the
focus every day.

SEP Camp is not an “extra,” it
is an extremely valuable
opportunity to experience God
without TV, Nintendo, and the
other distractions of everyday
life.  As the camp director, it
was fulfilling to witness both
campers and staff come to a
deeper level in their relationship
with their Savior.

I’m Going Back
By Cassie Mason who attended Camp Gwinwood
in Washington

I thought camp was
great.  I must admit
that I probably would
have thought the
same about anything
that got me off of that
train, but I have to
admit I’m really glad
I went.  Everyone at
camp was so pumped
up about the whole

church deal and excited about being there
that it would have been impossible for
anyone not to have fun.
Before going to this I would have thought
five days surrounded by kids would have
been a nightmare, especially considering I’m
surrounded by kids 24-7, but these kids were
so excited about being there and singing the
songs and praying that the look on the kid’s
faces while they were singing with their
hands in the air was enough to keep me
coming back.
And that kitchen staff!  Well, I won’t go
there, but they were possibly the happiest,
most awake people I’ve ever seen at 5
o’clock in the morning.  Personally, although
I loved the experience, I never want to be in
that kitchen, cooking for 75 people at 5
o’clock in the morning again.  I’m definitely
turning my papers in earlier next time.

But I have to say that the most rewarding
thing about going to the camp was seeing
those kids so hyped up about Christ and
having such an incredible teen staff there
with them, helping them.  Hmmm yep!  I’m
going back!

A Wonderful Time
By Kristen Burnsides who attended
camp in WA

A few months
ago I went to
summer camp
in Washington. 
It was a really
great
experience!  I
had fun before I
even arrived at
camp!  We took the train and
that was a trip!  Other than
being off schedule about 4 hours,
it’s a great way to travel. We got
to watch movies, play games,
and walk around. 
At camp, I got to water-ski,
swim, go tubing, canoeing, and
sailing.  I also played basketball,
volleyball, badminton, archery,
and ping-pong.  We had chapel
every day and camp fire every
evening.  My favorite thing that I
learned was about the fruits of
the Spirit. 
The highlight of camp for me
was getting up on water-skis! 
All in all, I had a wonderful time
at camp!

Camp Director, Amy Johnson

Amy gets an appreciative hug
from Pastor Mel when she visited
San Jose.



So Much Fun
By Arissa Merriner who attended
Camp Gwinwood in WA

I loved my experience at camp.  At
camp we had so much fun.  When
we first got there, we colored big,
big posters.  Then we went outside
to play games like “Shark.”  That’s
where you go around scratching
people’s hands and they scream
and drop on the floor.  Then we
got to see our dorms.  The dorms
were big and nice with new beds.
When we were finished, we had
chapel.
I think the next activity was the
best.  We had the BLOCK
PARTY!  At the block party you
had to go through a spider web.
Then you had to spin around with a
baseball bat and then walk in a
straight line.  After that we had to
catch bubbles without popping
them on each finger.  Then we
went to the campfire and had to
line up in alphabetical order.  After
that we had to drop a basketball in
the net 5 times.  Then finally, the
last task was to turn the binoculars
upside-down and walk across the
rope.  And that was all.
The next day we woke up and
went to breakfast but first we
went to the breakfast circle.  If
you were late you had to do “Gray
Squirrel, Gray Squirrel.”  This is a

A Great Camp
By John Sherrod Jr. who attended Camp
Gwinwood in WA

Hi!  I’m John
Sherrod Jr. and
I’m writing this
article about
the camp I
went to which
was Camp
Gwinwood,
2002.  It is
located in
Washington.
Camp was six
days long and

was run by Amy Johnson, who used to
be Amy Funsten.  She was a great
leader and so were all the other camp
staff.
There were four different dorms
divided for boys and girls:  G1, B1, G2
and B2 which I was in.  There were
three meals a day and a snack at night,
which is very important for growing
boys!  We also had praise and worship
each day with a little sermon.  There
were lots of great sports such as tubing,
water skiing, water polo, archery,
volleyball,  swimming,  canoeing, and
basketball.
The spiritual focus was on why “Jesus
Is Our Super Hero” and how we can
be more like Him.  Our dorm, as an
activity, made three crosses out of
fallen trees and had a Bible study on
how and why Jesus died for our sins.
That was a pretty spiritual part
of the week.
On the last night we had a
great party and lots of dancing
was going on.  Everyone came
dressed super hero style.  The
last day was Friday and the
parents returned to participate
in the baptisms and the church
service.  All in all, it was a great
camp and I’m thinking about
going again next year in the
teen camp so I can learn more
about Jesus.

second grade song that you had to sing
in the middle of the circle.  Then we
went to breakfast.   After that we had
chapel.  Chapel was great because
you learned about God.  First we sang
our songs and then prayed.  Then we
started learning.  We learned the fruits
of the Spirit which are love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
gentleness, self-control and
faithfulness.  Then we learned that
Jesus may spell “Jesus Loves You”
with just names of people when Jesus
lived as a man on earth.  All together
we learned a lot about love and God.
Everyday we would go skiing and
tubing.  Afterwards, we would go eat
dinner and have our campfire and sing
songs.  After that we went to bed and
woke up.  We only got to do arts and
crafts twice.  It was a very short
week.  I had a lot of fun and learned a
lot.  I’m pretty sure everyone had fun.
I know I did!  I want to thank the
Worldwide Church of God for making
my trip possible.  Thank you to Mr.
Dahlgren, the counselors, and the co-
counselors.  Thanks a bunch to
EVERYONE!

Table tennis anyone? Arissa and friend


